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A WORD 
FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The ABS family welcomes you.  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  All Christians should study theology and 
prepare themselves as God’s servants.  All who committed themselves to serve 
God ought to look for a seminary that is God-fearing, one that exalts Christ and 
values the Word, lives, serving God, teamwork, and evangelism.  Our mission 
statement is to “uphold the biblical authority and respect the historical tradition 
of the church, to examine the cultural and contemporary trends, to strive to train 
ministers in a balanced mix of spiritual pursuit, moral character, academic depth, 
and practical skills, preparing them to serve the church, defend the faith, take up 
the call of our times and expand the frontiers of the Gospel with a ‘pioneering, 
sacrificial and passionate spirit.’”

Our seminary motto is “Build yourselves up on your most holy faith.” (Jude 
20, NRSV)

Our anthem is “Be True.”

We uphold core Christian faith and values, as well as historical tradition.  
Regarding the church, the mission, teamwork, and following Christ’s example 
of the Word becoming flesh as the highest values, we do not shy away from 
academic research.  We dare to break the mold, persevere, strive for the best, 
and give all we have to spread the Gospel to the ends of the world.  We are a 
seminary that upholds bible teachings, theological studies, pastoral work in the 
church, Christian mission, counseling, spiritual well beings and worshiping.  We 
care for lives, families, the church, the times we live in, Hong Kong, China and the 
world.

The programs provided by Alliance Bible Seminary can be divided into 
three levels: Lay Programs (programs to be taken before Master of Divinity), 
Pastoral Studies Basic Programs (Master of Divinity), and Advanced Degree 
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Programs (Pastoral Programs, Master of Theology, Doctor of Ministry and Doctor 
of Philosophy).  Master of Divinity Program is the core of Alliance Bible Seminary, 
which aims to help our students develop a sound basic knowledge of the Bible 
and theology, be aware of current pastoral and missionary theories and trends, 
and become people of theology, who are dedicated in Bible study, theological 
analysis, hermeneutical, sermons, responding to the world, church pastoral and 
the mission.

To accommodate the needs of our students, we provide a multitude of 
courses in our Cheung Chau Campus, City Campus and eCampus.  Our goal is 
to provide a solid theological foundation for our students.  Allowing them to 
become seminary students who strive for academic and spiritual excellence, 
pastors of body and soul, preachers who care about the Word and the lives of 
others, and servants of God keen on evangelism, mission, and church-building, in 
this rapidly changing world.

I would also like to mention our gorgeous Cheung Chau Campus.  It is a 
wonderful place with a pleasant environment, complete facilities, and a beautiful 
dormitory.  Students learn, grow, dream and laugh together here.  They become 
comrades in arms and better Christians and servants of God.  We love ABS, and it 
is a beautiful place indeed.

We welcome you to join the ABS family.  With a ‘pioneering, sacrificial and 
passionate spirit’, we may join other faithful servants of God throughout history, 
serving Him in and outside the Church.

Choy Siu-ki

5
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ABOUT

ABS
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The Alliance Bible Seminary was established in 1899 in Wuzhou of Guangxi 
province, China, by Dr. Robert Glover. Since then the Seminary has graduated 

over 3,000 students who spread all over the world in the service of our Lord.  Over a 
hundred years, with the able and dedicated leadership of His servants, Ms. Amy Law, 
Dr. Robert Jaffray, Rev. Leo T. Chao, and Dr. William C. Newbern, God directed the work 
of the Alliance Bible Seminary in times of peace and through the fires of war.  Political 
changes caused the Seminary, then under the leadership of Dr. William C. Newbern, to 
move to Cheung Chau Island, Hong Kong, in 1949.  In 1975 the decision was made to 
transfer the leadership of the Seminary to local Chinese Christians under the auspices 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church Union of Hong Kong, with Dr. Philip 
Teng assuming the responsibility of the president.  Dr. James Cheung was inaugurated 
in 1980 as the Seminary's second local Chinese president.  In 2005, Dr. Leung Ka-
lun succeeded as the Seminary’s president and stepped down in 2018.  In September 
2018, Dr. Kevin Choy was inaugurated as the Seminary’s 14th president. 

Milestones

Historical 
Sketch

1899	 Dr. Robert Clover founded the Alliance Bible 

School in Wuzhou, Guangxi

1902 	 The women's institute, the first of its kind in 
Guangxi province, was established

1937 	 The men's and women's institutes were merged

1938 	 Renamed as the Alliance Bible Institute

1996 	 The Pastoral Centre was established
	 The Master of Theology program was 

launched
	 The Pastoral Journal began publication

1997 	 The Master of Christian Studies (Part-time) 
program was launched 

1999 	 The ABS Centennial Anniversary

New Era

2000	 The Centennial Complex was completed

2001 	 Dedication of the Au Shue Hung Memorial 
Chapel

2005	 City Campus site at Wanchai was bought
	 Department of Pastoral and Professional 

Continuing Education was established
	 The Lay Leadership Training Department 

was established

2006 	 City Campus was inaugurated

1993	 The Christianity and Chinese Culture Research 
Centre was founded

1994 	 Jian Dao: A Journal of Bible and Theology began 
publication

1995 	 The Doctor of Ministry program was launched 

1949	 Relocating the Seminary to Cheung Chau, 
	 Hong Kong and resuming operation in 1950 

1955 	 Renamed as the Alliance Bible Seminary

1958 	 The first Bachelor's degree was issued

1983 	 The Seminary began offering the Master of 
Christian Ministry program, its first Master's degree 
program 

1986 	 The Seminary began offering the Master of 
Biblical Studies and the Master of Missions and 
Evangelism programs

1989 	 The Master of Divinity program was launched 

2009 	 The Diploma in Theology for Youth 
Leaders program was launched

	 The School of Pastoral and Professional 
Continuing Education was established

2012 	 The first Ph.D. degree was issued

2013 	 The Alliance Bible Seminary Putonghua 
Division was established

2014 	 The “Erdaozijian” App for Bible exegesis 
and daily devotion was launched

2015 	 S t u d e n t  E v a n g e l i s t i c  B a n d  1 0 0 t h 
Anniversary

2017 	 Intercultural Studies Department 40th 
Anniversary

	 The Kowloon Centre was inaugurated

2018 	 Rev. Dr. Kevin Choy was inaugurated as the 
Seminary’s 14th president

2020 	 Real-time online teaching began
	 The launch of “Borderless Classroom”
	 A series of Master of Arts programs began
	 Conferring Rev. Chin Wu with the degree 

of Doctor of Divinity honoris causa
	 The first cohort of Doctor of Missiology/

Intercultural Studies began

2021 	 Renovation of the Phil ip Teng Hall 
completed

2025 	 Addition of the Spiritual Devotion Cabin 
	 Establishing the Department of Christian 

Spirituality 

The Alliance Bible Seminary in Mainland China

Moving toward Professionalism

Turn to a New Page

Relocating the Seminary

Multifaceted Development

2007	 Simultaneous Video Conference System 
was employed in teaching sessions

	 eCampus in operation
	 Online programs began

2008 	 Campus extension - Siu Yee Hall and 
Timothy Hall

	 The Master of Ministry (Putonghua) 
program was launched

	 The Doctor of Philosophy program was 
launched
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1.		  There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, equal in power and glory.

2.		  Jesus Christ is true God and true man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary.  He died upon the cross, the just for the unjust, 
as a substitutionary sacrifice, and all who believe in Him are justified on 
the ground of His shed blood.  He arose from the dead according to the 
Scriptures.  He is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high as our great 
High Priest.  He will come again to establish His Kingdom of righteousness 
and peace.

3.		  The Holy Spirit is a divine person, sent to indwell, guide, teach and empower 
the believer, and convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.

4.		  The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally 
inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of 
men.  They constitute the divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice.

5. 		 Man was originally created in the image and likeness of God; he fell through 
disobedience, incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death.  All men 
are born with a sinful nature, are separated from the life of God, and can be 
saved only through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. 		 Salvation has been provided through Jesus Christ for all men; and those who 
repent and believe in Him are born again of the Holy Spirit, receive the gift of 
eternal life, and become the children of God.

7. 		  It is the will of God that each believer should be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and be sanctified wholly, being separated from sin and the world and fully 
dedicated to the will of God, thereby receiving power for holy living and 
effective service. This is both a crisis and a progressive experience wrought in 
the life of the believer subsequent to conversion.

8. 		 Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
healing of the mortal body. (James 5:14~15)

9. 		 The Church consists of all those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, are 
redeemed through His blood, and are born again of the Holy Spirit.  The 
Church is headed by Christ and bears the mission entrusted by Him to preach 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth, to edify the believers through the Word 
of God and to live out God’s love and justice.

10.		 There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the 
former, a resurrection unto life; for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment.

11.		 The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent.  As the believer's 
blessed hope, this vital truth is an incentive to holy living and faithful service.

Statement 
of 
Faith
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The Alliance Bible Seminary upholds the biblical authority and respects the historical tradition of the church, examines 
the cultural and contemporary trends, and strives to train ministers in a balanced mix of spiritual pursuit, moral character, 
academic depth, and practical skills, preparing them to serve the church, defend the faith, take up the call of our times and 
expand the frontiers of the Gospel with a “pioneering, sacrificial and passionate” spirit.

Mission
Statement
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‘But you, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith.’ (Jude 20, KJV)

We believe that the preacher must live up to what he preaches.  Seminarians should first build themselves up on 
the Word of God before building others up.

Seminary 
Motto

10
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The Alliance Bible Seminary has always been committed to the “pioneering, sacrificial and passionate” spirit. The 
inheritance of history, accumulation of experiences and expansion of the threshing floor has encouraged us to have a 
strong determination to respond to the needs of the society, the church and believers.  Both of our campuses at Cheung 
Chau and at Wan Chai share this same spirit which has remained unchanged throughout all these years.  The Alliance 
Bible Seminary constantly commits to training and equipping every devotee called by God and every believer attracted by 
God in the hope that they can establish vibrant spirituality, utilize their gifts and undertake missions through the holistic 
education of the Alliance Bible Seminary.

Seminary
Spirit
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The Alliance Bible Seminary has been established to train young people to 
become servants of God who proclaim His Word so as to become spiritual 

bridges between the contemporary world and the message of the Gospel.  
Although the forms of theology may vary at different times, the truth which 
theology has sought to expound abides forever.  It is this truth which we at the 
Alliance Bible Seminary seek to preach, teach and apply to the lives of people, 
so that they will repent and be saved.  Thus, the Seminary holds the following 
theological education principles:

1.	Theological education must be Gospel-centered
The Gospel is the essence of our curriculum.  We believe that in Jesus Christ 
God's nature, purpose and deeds are supremely revealed, that God is at His work 
of redemption in the world as all on earth are sinners in need of redemption, and 
that the study of theology is not for its own sake nor to solve religious problems, 
but a doxology to God and a commitment to mission.  These principles are the 
foundation and presupposition of our curriculum planning.  In other words, the 
main goal of the curriculum is to facilitate our students in understanding the 
Gospel so as to deepen their commitment to the Word of God.  We also encourage 
our students to communicate the Gospel to others in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
A first requirement of those who would be the servants of the Gospel is a living, 
personal faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

2.	Theological education must be Biblical
The Bible is the Word of God.  All doctrines must be judged based on the 
revelation of the Bible.  Therefore, the messengers of the Gospel must 
understand the Bible thoroughly, be able to explain it accurately, and be able to 
proclaim Christ to whom they bear witness.  For this reason, the Bible is the core 
of our curriculum.

Objectives 
of the 
Seminary
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3.	Theological education must be comprehensive
The theological education provided by the Alliance Bible Seminary embraces 
all aspects of the students’ life.  Proper guidance will be given to students, from 
their daily devotion to classroom learning.  Theological education, therefore, is 
not only about classroom teaching, reading and assignments.  It also includes 
corporate worship, personal spiritual life and teacher-student relationships.  The 
Alliance Bible Seminary cares about the holistic development of our students in 
their physical, emotional, intellectual, social and spiritual aspects along with their 
Christian service.  It is the goal of the Seminary to care for our students' holistic 
life and their future ministry.

4.	Theological education must aim at academic excellence
A theological education demands an earnest, thoughtful, and disciplined 
approach to the Scriptures and the accumulated experiences and wisdom of 
the church.  Although we acknowledge that theology is not an end in itself, it 
does require intellectual integrity and responsibility.  Furthermore, it is essential 
to have an eagerness to seek out the truth and a willing submission to the 
discipline of study.

5.	Theological education must be personalized
The theological curriculum is designed for those who will be servants who serve 
others.  The Gospel is the manifestation of God's redemptive love that is mainly 
to be proclaimed by man.  Therefore, the relationships established between 
people are the key to having people experience and accept God's love.  In fact, 
many people understand and experience God's love and forgiveness through us.  
Thus, theological education must nurture students to be sensitive to the needs 
of others and be willing to sacrifice themselves for others.

6.	Theological education must meet practical needs
Every seminary student must learn to relate the message of the Gospel closely to 
their daily life while proclaiming it.  For this reason, supervised field experience 
in spreading the Gospel is not only an integral part of the theological education, 
but also a driving force for the students' personal growth.
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Board of Trustees
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Seminary
Administration

15

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025



Director, School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership	 Rev. Dr. Dennis Kiang Lok-man/

	 Rev. Tracy Lau Wan-sze

Dean, Christianity & Chinese Culture Research Centre	 Rev. Dr. Louis Chan Chi-hang

Director, Christianity & Chinese Culture Research Centre	 Dr. Ni Bu-xiao

Chair, Division of Biblical Studies	 Rev. Dr. Lawrence Ko Ming-him

Chair, Division of Theological Studies & Chair, Dept. of Theology	 Rev. Dr. Lee Man-yiu

Chair, Division of Practical Theology & Chair, Dept. of Counseling	 Dr. Christine Lau Pui-ting

Chair, Division of Intercultural Studies	 Dr. Kan Kwok-kei (Acting)

Chair, Dept. of Chinese Cultural Studies	 Rev. Dr. Louis Chan Chi-hang

Chair, Dept. of Christian Spirituality 	 Rev. Dr. Wendy Wong Tung Chi-man

Director of Graduate Research Programs	 Rev. Dr. John Chan Wai-on

Associate Director of Graduate Research Programs	 Rev. Dr. Fiona Lau Wing-kwan

Director of Doctor of Ministry Program	 Dr. Christine Lau Pui-ting

Director of Doctor of Ministry (International School) Program	 Rev. Dr. Libby Chan Si-yu

Associate Director of Doctor of Ministry (International School) Program	 Rev. Dr. Leslie Chan Chi-ho

Director of Doctor of Missiology/Intercultural Studies Program	 Rev. Dr. Patrick Tsang Sik-wah

Director of Master of Christian Studies & Master of 	 Rev. Dr. Wendy Wong Tung Chi-man

Christian Faith Programs

Ministry Director, Division of Intercultural Studies	 Dr. Simone Hung Chow Chui-san

Director of Worship Ministry	 Rev. Dr. Dennis Kiang Lok-man

Director of Library	 Mr. Timothy Law Chung-wai

Editor-in-Chief, Jian Dao Journal	 Dr. Ni Bu-xiao

Editor-in-Chief, ABS Bulletin	 Rev. Dr. Benedict Kwok Hung-biu

Editor-in-Chief, Erdaozijian App	 Rev. Dr. Lawrence Ko Ming-him

16

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025



Total No. of Graduates*: 2,431

（2015-2025）

No. of Graduates

Year

* Including students taking programs of 36 credits or above, regardless of academic level, 
  study mode and class location.

About Our
Graduates
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451

Total No. of 
Missionary

(recorded in 2024-2025)

Regional Spread of 
Missionary Alumni

30

147

22

161

69
6

Country/Regions No.

North & South America 161

Asia 147

Europe 69

Africa 22

Oceania 30

Middle East 6

Others 16
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The mission of the library is to build, maintain and provide quality resources and effective library 
services to support the curriculum of the Seminary meeting the learning, teaching and research 

goals. 

The Cheung Chau Wu Mo Tak Memorial Library, a three-story building, was established in 1986.  A 
bridge was built in 2008 to connect the library and the Jeffray Building as the new wing to the 
library.  This library holds more than 98,000 volumes of monographs and subscribes to over 60 
English and Chinese journals.  The Lui Ming Choi Library is a branch library located in the Wan Chai 
City Campus.  It holds more than 15,000 volumes of monographs.  There are more than 100,000 
e-books and 3,700 e-journals available.

The ABS Library is a member of EIN (Ecumenical Information Network).  It is the largest theological 
library network in Hong Kong.  Users can access to more than 510,000 records in the EIN Union 
Catalogue and borrow through the member libraries.

Library

19

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025



20

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025



Faculty
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Rev. Kiven Choy Siu-ki
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Rev. Leung Ka-lun
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Rev. Benedict Kwok Hung-biu
James Cheung Professor
Vice President (Administration)

Rev. Lawrence Ko Ming-him
Philip Teng Professor
Vice President (Research)
President-designate
Chair, Division of Biblical Studies

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025



Division of Biblical Studies

Dr. Scott Yip Ying-lam
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Dean of Students
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Rev. Lee Man-yiu 
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Division of Theological Studies
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Professor of Theology (Part-time) 
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Rev. Louis Chan Chi-hang
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Division of Biblical Studies

Division of Theological Studies
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Rev. Wendy Wong Tung Chi-man
Associate Professor, Division of Practical Theology
Dean, School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership
Director of Master of Christian Studies/
Master of Christian Faith Programs
Chair, Dept. of Christian Spirituality

Dr. Christine Lau Pui-ting
Associate Professor of Counseling
Chair, Division of Practical Theology
Chair, Dept. of Counseling
Director of Doctor of Ministry Program

Division of Practical Theology

Rev. Leslie Chan Chi-ho
Assistant Professor, 
Division of Practical Theology
Associate Director of Doctor of Ministry 
(International School) Program

Dr. Hank Chan Ka-hing
Assistant Professor, Division of Practical 
Theology
Dean of Students (Acting)
Director of Field Education (Acting)

Rev. Libby Chan Si-yu
Assistant Professor, Division of Practical Theology
Associate Dean, International School of Theology
Director of Doctor of Ministry (International School) Program

Rev. Dennis Kiang Lok-man
Assistant Professor, Division of Practical Theology
Director of School of Pastoral and 
Christian Leadership
Director of Worship Ministry

Dr. Cat Leung Lai-hing
Associate Dean, School of Pastoral and 
Christian Leadership & Director of City Campus
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Christian 
Spirituality

Dr. Chan Cheung Mei-mei
Assistant Professor, Division of Practical 
Theology

Dr. Leung Kwok-keung
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Associate Dean of Students 
Director of Field Education

Division of Practical Theology

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025



ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS 
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1. Quarter System
There are three quarters in each academic year and each quarter lasts for twelve 
weeks. The academic year usually commences in the beginning of September and 
finishes in June of the following year.  There is a break between each quarter.

2. College Transfer and Credit Approval
ABS accepts student transferring from other college/seminary.  Courses completed 
and credits attained from the previous college/seminary must be assessed by the 
Academic Dean for approval of transfer.  The sum of the transferred credits and 
number of courses must not exceed one half of the program requirement.

3. Accreditation
The Seminary’s programs are accredited by the Asia Theological Association and 
meet internationally recognized standards.  Alliance Bible Seminary is also one of 
the members of the Hong Kong Theological Education Association (HKTEA).

Degree
Regulations
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4. Credit Calculation
One credit is equivalent to 50 minutes per class, one class per week, ten weeks 
per quarter. 

5. Class Attendance
Students must attend all sessions of their chosen courses.  Any absence must 
report to the Academic Office.  If absence from a course exceeds its allowed limit, 
no credit of such course will be awarded.

6. Assignments
Each student should spend two hours for each classroom hour to prepare and 
complete assignments.  When a student finds out that he/she cannot handle the 
load of assignments, the Academic Dean will advise the student to reduce the 
number of courses taken each quarter, and to extend his/her term of study.

7.  Regulations for Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs
a.	 Registration

Applicants to the Bachelor of Christian Studies & Master of Divinity Dual 
Degrees, Master of Divinity (3-year program), Master of Divinity (4-year program 
major in Intercultural Studies), and full-time lay programs must register in 
September each year.  Applicants who wish to enter these programs in times 
other than September must gain prior approval from the Academic Affairs 
Committee.  Student, who for special reasons suspended his/her study and would 
like to resume, must first consult with the Academic Dean.  Any change to courses 
enrolled must be done within the first week of the quarter when classes begin.

b.	 Residency Requirement

ABS believe that community life in the dormitory can benefit students in their all- 
round growth.  All single students in the Bachelor of Christian Studies & Master 
of Divinity Dual Degrees, Master of Divinity (3-year program), Master of Divinity 
(4-year program major in Intercultural Studies), and full-time lay programs must 
live in the dormitory.  ABS also encourage, but not demand, married students to 
stay on campus for one or two nights per week from time to time, or to live in 
Cheung Chau so that they can be more involved in campus life.
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9. Graduation Requirements
All students must complete their required credits within the time limit of the 
program, and fulfill the field education/practicum requirement and requirements 
for student life to graduate.  The minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) 
(on a 4 points scale) required for graduation of different programs are as follows:
Doctor of Ministry, Doctor of Missiology/Intercultural Studies and Master of 
Theology  (3.0)
Other Master programs (2.7)
Undergraduate and Certificate programs (2.0) 

The calculation of CGPA does not include grade points attained from credits 
transferred from other college/seminary.

c.	 Credit Limits

A full-time student can take no more than 14 credits in each quarter (i.e. four 
3-credit courses plus one 1 or 2-credit core course).  Those who achieve a GPA of 
3.3 or above can take three more credits in the coming school year.  And those 
who achieve 3.6 or above can apply to take six more credits.

d.	 Bible Reading Requirement

All students must finish reading the whole Bible once by the end of the second 
year of their study.

8. Grading System

Grade Grade Point Performance Score Reference

A 4.0
Excellent

94-100%

A- 3.7 90-93%

B+ 3.3
Very Good

87-89%

B 3.0 83-86%

B- 2.7
Satisfactory

80-82%

C+ 2.3 77-79%

C 2.0
Average

73-76%

C- 1.7 70-72%

D+ 1.3
Poor

67-69%

D 1.0 63-66%

D- 0.7 Minimum Pass 60-62%

F  0 Fail 59% or below
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Language

Cantonese is the most used language in Hong Kong.  It is also the main medium 
of instruction in the ABS (sometimes in English or Putonghua).  Overseas 
students, therefore, must endeavor to learn and master Cantonese in order to 
adapt to classroom learning and daily life communication.

Financial Responsibility

Overseas students, before their admission to ABS, must declare their source of 
income to prove that they can cover all required tuition fees, dining and lodging 
fees, and other miscellaneous expenses.  This includes a detailed list of bank 
statements or guarantee letters from a church or an organization. 

Entry Visa

Before applying to enter Hong Kong, overseas students must first receive an 
official admission notice from the Alliance Bible Seminary (ABS). After that, 
they need to submit a copy of their valid passport, proof of financial support, 
and a completed student visa application form to the Seminary. ABS will then 
submit the visa application to the Hong Kong Immigration Department on the 
student’s behalf. Since the visa process takes at least six months, ABS has set the 
admission application deadline on January 31. This allows students enough time 
to complete all procedures and arrive in Hong Kong by mid-August to prepare 
for the school year starting in September. For students applying to advanced 
pastoral programs, admission is possible in any quarter, but the visa process still 
requires a minimum of six months.

Employment

According to the Hong Kong immigration law, overseas full-time students are not 
permitted to engage in any employment in Hong Kong, unless prior permission 
has been given by the Immigration Department.  The chance of obtaining a 
working permit is very slim.

Interview

The ABS may appoint a local church pastor or alumni to interview overseas 
applicants to better understand the real situation of the applicants and to 
determine whether to accept the application. 

Notes for 
Overseas 
Students
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Route of
Progression to 
Higher Degree 
Programs
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or equivalent
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or equivalent
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hold
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or equivalent
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a BTh Degree 
or equivalent

hold
an Associate

Degree
or equivalent

MCFMini Dip

BCS BM

Lay Leadership Programs Pastoral Studies Degree Programs
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Cert Cert

Secondary school
graduation

 Key：

　　　Programs available for applying

　　　Credits of MDiv are required after enrollment

　　　Have a clear calling to a lifelong professional ministry

MCS



Pastoral Studies
Basic Degree Programs
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Credit Requirements

Bachelor of Christian Studies & 
Master of Divinity Dual Degrees

Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs

P r o g r a m  O b j e c t i v e

This program offers opportunities for young Christians who have attained postsecondary education 
qualifications (such as Diploma, Higher Certificate, and Associate Degree) and with a clear commitment 
to full-time, lifelong professional ministry to study the Bible and theology.  Through an in-depth study of 
the Bible and its relationship with other theological disciplines, this program equips them to serve in the 
church and to face the challenges of contemporary pastoral ministry.  The curriculum is balanced by the 
threefold approach of academics, spirituality, and church practicum.

Program Design
1.	 This is a full-time study program with a total of 165 quarter 

credits to be completed in 4 years.  Some of the courses required 
are at the undergraduate level.

2.	 Upon completion of the first year, students who have attained 
a CGPA of 2.7 or above may continue their studies.  Students 
should redirect their studies to the Bachelor’s degree program if 
grade points do not reach 2.7.

3.	 From the second year onwards, students may choose to major in 
Intercultural Studies or opt not to take any major.  They may also 
opt to write a thesis.

4.	 All students must register for courses according to the 
Seminary’s regulations, attend music & art practice, and 
complete field education and spiritual formation requirements.

5.	 After completing the whole program, students are granted both 
the Bachelor of Christian Studies and Master of Divinity degrees.

Core 38 courses 109 credits

Major/ Electives 14 courses 42 credits

Field Education
12 credits (need to pay tuition 
fee for 4 credits)

Music & Art 
Practice

2 credits (free of charge)

Total	 ： 165 credits

New Testament Greek
Systematic Theology

History of Christian Missions

B M
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   Core (109 credits)
	  [All courses are 3-credit unless stated otherwise.]

Biblical Studies
Year 1	 BS114 Biblical Exegesis *
	 OT532 Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament
 	 NT532 Introduction to the Study of the New Testament
	 LA513 New Testament Greek I	
	 LA514 New Testament Greek II	
	 LA519 New Testament Exegesis
Year 2	 BS515 Hermeneutics
	 LA541 Old Testament Hebrew I
	 LA542 Old Testament Hebrew II
	 LA549 Old Testament Exegesis
Year 3/4	 BS522 Biblical Theology OR
	 NT501 New Testament Theology OR 
	 OT501 Old Testament Theology

Theology/Church History/Chinese Cultural Studies
Year 1	 TH510 Theological Research Method (1 credit)
Year 2	 CH504 Church History I: The Building and Continuity of
	 the Early Church
	 CH505 Church History II: The Medieval Period, Pre- and 
	 Post-Reformation
	 CH506 Church History III: Modern Church and the History of 
	 Evangelicalism
Year 3	 TH511 Systematic Theology I	
	 TH512 Systematic Theology II	
	 TH513 Systematic Theology III	
Year 4	 CH526 History of Church in China	
	 TH505 Christian Ethics
	 TH548 Christian Spirituality

Practical Theology and General Studies
Year 1	 PT560 Identity Formation and Character Education
	 PT561 Christian Education and Teaching Ministry
	 LA210 Theological English*  	
	 GA451 Selected Readings in Christian Classics*
	 CO506 Basic Counseling Skills (2 credits)
Year 2	 PT512 Homiletics I
	 ME531 Introduction to Missiology
	 GA214 Thinking Method*
	 CO110 Personal Growth in Spiritual Life*
	 GA213 Introduction to Western Philosophy*
Year 3	 PT515 Homiletics II
	 PT558 Human Development and Transformative Discipleship
	 PT559 Pastoral Leadership and Church Development
Year 4	 GA511 Integration Paper on Study and Ministry
	 PT524 Pastoral Care and Counseling
	 PT503 Christian Worship (2 credits)
	 PT504 The Art of Evangelism (2 credits)	

   Major/Elective Courses (42 credits)

Major in Intercultural Studies 
ME541 Missionary Anthropology
ME542 Evangelism, Church Planting and Church Growth
ME543 History of Christian Missions
ME544 Folk Religions
In addition to 30 credits of choice in other elective courses.

No Major
Students are free to take 42 credits of their choice in elective courses.

Writing Thesis
Complete a 6-credit graduation thesis (20,00 words in Chinese) plus 36 

credits of choice in elective courses.

   Field Education and Music & Art Practice 	
	 (14 credits)

Year 1	 GA515-1 Music & Art Practice (Year 1)
	 PT410 First Unit of Internship (Winter quarter)
Year 2	 GA515-2 Music & Art Practice (Year 2)
	 PT620 Second Unit of Internship (Winter quarter)
Year 3	 PT621 Second year of Second Unit of Internship 
	 (Winter quarter)
	 PT630 Summer Internship
Note: Course with asterisk (*) is undergraduate level course offered in 
alternate years.

B MPastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs
Bachelor of Christian Studies & Master of Divinity Dual Degrees

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized, 
and be members of a local church for at least 2 years at the 
anticipated time of enrolment.

2.	 Have a clear calling to a lifelong professional ministry, 
regardless of the affiliated church denomination.

3.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

4.	 Hold an Associate Degree or equivalent.
5.	 Applicants need to attend the interview and sit for a written 

examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Master of Divinity (3-Year)

Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs

Program Objective

This program offers opportunities for university or college graduates with a clear commitment to full-
time, lifelong professional ministry to study the Bible and theology. Through an in-depth study of the 
Bible and its relationship with other theological disciplines, this program equips them to serve in the 
church and to face the challenges of contemporary pastoral ministry.  The curriculum is balanced by the 
threefold approach of academics, spirituality, and church practicum.

Program Design
1.	 Students entering with a Bachelor's degree or equivalent are 

required to complete 122 credits.

2.	 This full-time study program can be completed in 3 years.

3.	 Students may choose to major in Intercultural Studies or opt 
not to take any major.  They may also opt to write a thesis.

4.	 All students must register for courses according to the 
Seminary’s regulations, attend music & art practice, and 
complete field education and spiritual formation requirements.

Credit Requirements

Core 31 courses 88 credits

Major/ Electives 8 courses 24 credits

Field Education
9 credits (need to pay tuition 
fee for 3 credits)

Music & Art 
Practice

1 credit (free of charge)

Total 122 credits

M D i v - 3

New Testament Greek
Systematic Theology

History of Christian Missions
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   Core (88 credits) 
	  [All courses are 3-credit unless stated otherwise.]

Biblical Studies
Year 1	 OT532 Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament

 	 NT532 Introduction to the Study of the New Testament

	 LA513 New Testament Greek I	

	 LA514 New Testament Greek II	

	 LA519 New Testament Exegesis

	 BS515 Hermeneutics

Year 2	 LA541 Old Testament Hebrew I

	 LA542 Old Testament Hebrew II

	 LA549 Old Testament Exegesis

Year 3	 BS522 Biblical Theology OR

	 NT501 New Testament Theology OR 

	 OT501 Old Testament Theology

Theology/Church History/Chinese Cultural Studies
Year 1	 TH510 Theological Research Method (1 credit)

	 CH504 Church History I: The Building and Continuity of 

	 the Early Church

	 CH505 Church History II: The Medieval Period, Pre- and 

	 Post-Reformation

	 CH506 Church History III: Modern Church and the History of

	  Evangelicalism

Year 2	 TH511 Systematic Theology I	

	 TH512 Systematic Theology II	

	 TH513 Systematic Theology III	

Year 3	 CH526 History of Church in China	

	 TH505 Christian Ethics

	 TH548 Christian Spirituality	

Practical Theology
Year 1	 PT560 Identity Formation and Character Education

	 PT561 Christian Education and Teaching Ministry

	 PT512 Homiletics I

	 CO506 Basic Counseling Skills (2 credits)

Year 2	 ME531 Introduction to Missiology

	 PT515 Homiletics II

	 PT558 Human Development and Transformative Discipleship

	 PT559 Pastoral Leadership and Church Development

Year 3	 PT524 Pastoral Care and Counseling

	 PT503 Christian Worship (2 credits)

	 PT504 The Art of Evangelism (2 credits)

   Major/Elective Courses (24 credits)

Major in Intercultural Studies
ME541 Missionary Anthropology

ME542 Evangelism, Church Planting and Church Growth

ME543 History of Christian Missions

ME544 Folk Religions

In addition to 12 credits of choice in other elective courses.

No Major
Students are free to take 24 credits of their choice in elective courses.

Writing Thesis
Complete a 6-credit graduation thesis (20,000 words in Chinese) plus 

18 credits of choice in elective courses.

	 Field Education and Music & Art Practice 
	 (10 credits)）

Year 1		 GA515-1 Music & Art Practice (Year 1)

		  PT610 First Unit of Internship (Winter quarter)

Year 2		 PT620 Second Unit of Internship (Winter quarter)

		  PT630 Summer Internship

M D i v - 3Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs
Master of Divinity (3-Year)

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized, 
and be members of a local church for at least 2 years at the 
anticipated time of enrolment.

2.	 Have a clear calling to a lifelong professional ministry, 
regardless of the affiliated church denomination.

3.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

4.	 Hold a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent.
5.	 Applicants need to attend the interview and sit for a written 

examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

35

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025

35



Master of Divinity 
(4-year Program Major in Intercultural Studies)

Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs

Program Objective

This program offers opportunities for university or college graduates who aspire to become overseas 
missionaries.  Apart from the full-time study of the 3-year Master of Divinity program, students are 
required to participate in cross-cultural field education for a year to gain hands-on experience in serving 
in a cross-cultural mission field.

Program Design
1.	 Students are required to complete the first two-year 

requirements of the Master of Divinity program and training 
that prepare them for overseas missions.  During the third year, 
they will go to a cross-cultural mission field for an internship.  
After that, they will return to the Seminary to complete the rest 
of the Master of Divinity program requirements.

2.	 This full-time program can be completed in 4 years.

3.	 Students can complete at most two Intercultural Studies major 
courses (6 credits) while they are serving in the mission field.

4.	 Second Unit of Internship in the final year (1 credit) is being 
exempted.

5.	 All students must register for courses according to the 
Seminary’s regulations, attend music & art practice, and 
complete field education and spiritual formation requirements.

Credit Requirements

Core 31 courses 88 credits

Major 5 courses 15 credits

Electives 4 courses 12 credits

Field Education
8 credits  (need to pay tuition 
fee for 3 credits)

Music & Art 
Practice

1 credit  (free of charge)

Total 124 credits

Folk Religions
Missionary Anthropology

   Introduction to 
Missiology

 History of Christian Missions

M D i v 4 - I C S
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   Core (88 credits)
	  [All courses are 3-credit unless stated otherwise.]

Biblical Studies
Year 1	 OT532 Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament

 	 NT532 Introduction to the Study of the New Testament

	 LA513 New Testament Greek I	

	 LA514 New Testament Greek II	

	 LA519 New Testament Exegesis

	 BS515 Hermeneutics

Year 2	 LA541 Old Testament Hebrew I

	 LA542 Old Testament Hebrew II

	 LA549 Old Testament Exegesis

Year 4	 BS522 Biblical Theology OR

	 NT501 New Testament Theology OR 

	 OT501 Old Testament Theology

Theology/Church History/Chinese Cultural Studies
Year 1	 TH510 Theological Research Method (1 credit)

	 CH504 Church History I: The Building and Continuity of 

	 the Early Church

	 CH505 Church History II: The Medieval Period, 

	 Pre- and Post-Reformation

	 CH506 Church History III: Modern Church and the History of 	

	 Evangelicalism

Year 2	 TH511 Systematic Theology I	

	 TH512 Systematic Theology II	

	 TH513 Systematic Theology III	

Year 4	 CH526 History of Church in China	

	 TH505 Christian Ethics

	 TH548 Christian Spirituality	

Practical Theology
Year 1	 PT560 Identity Formation and Character Education

	 PT561 Christian Education and Teaching Ministry

	 PT512 Homiletics I

	 CO506 Basic Counseling Skills (2 credits)

Year 2	 ME531 Introduction to Missiology

	 PT515 Homiletics II

	 PT558 Human Development and Transformative Discipleship

	 PT559 Pastoral Leadership and Church Development

Year 4	 PT524 Pastoral Care and Counseling

	 PT503 Christian Worship (2 credits)

	 PT504 The Art of Evangelism (2 credits)

   Major Courses (15 credits)

ME541 Missionary Anthropology

ME542 Evangelism, Church Planting and Church Growth

ME543 History of Christian Missions

ME544 Folk Religions

ME680 Cross-Cultural Field Internship

   Elective Courses (12 credits)

Students are free to take 12 credits of their choice.

	 Field Education and Music & 
	 Art Practice (9 credits)

Year 1		 GA515-1 Music & Art Practice (Year 1)

		  PT610 First Unit of Internship (Winter quarter)

Year 2		 PT620D Second Unit of Internship (Winter quarter)

		  PT630 Summer Internship

M D i v 4 - I C SPastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs
Master of Divinity (4-year Program Major in Intercultural Studies)

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized, 
and be members of a local church for at least 2 years at the 
anticipated time of enrolment.

2.	 Have a clear calling to a lifelong professional ministry, 
regardless of the affiliated church denomination.

3.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

4.	 Hold a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent.
5.	 Applicants need to attend the interview and sit for a written 

examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Our Beliefs in Field Education

Field Education is an integral part of theological training.  Seminary students can put theory into practice through exploration and experience 

in fieldwork placements.

The Importance and Goals of Field Education
1.	 Field Education is one of the significant processes regarding teaching and learning.

2.	 Field Education provides real-life opportunities for students to put classroom theory into practice. 

3.	 Students can practice and master ‘professional’ skills in ministry through fieldwork.

4.	 Through practical experience and reflection, students can learn how to apply the knowledge they pick up from class, thus enhancing their 

learning motivation.

5.	 Students are offered opportunities to observe and learn from their supervisor's practical experiences. 

6.	 Students will learn and understand how to minister with one’s life through communication with their supervisors.

Field Education Areas
The teaching goal of ABS is to train and equip students with a solid foundation of the truth, an earnest desire for evangelism, a mature 

spirituality, a caring heart for missions, and a capable hand to minister to the church congregation.  Thus, ABS require students to learn and 

master the following seven ministerial skills in their field education in order to meet the needs of their future ministries:

1.	 Evangelism

2.	 Teaching

3.	 Preaching

4.	 Leading and Administration

5.	 Fellowship and Caring

6.	 Pastoral Counseling

7.	 Leading Worship

ABS Student Evangelistic Band
Serving in the Student Evangelistic Band is mandatory in each academic year.  All students of Master of Divinity (3-year Program), Master of 

Divinity (4-year Program Major in Intercultural Studies, and Bachelor of Christian Studies and Master of Divinity Dual Degrees Program are ex 

officio members of the Student Evangelistic Band.  The Student Evangelistic Band is a student organization that is officially recognized by ABS.  

Its committee members are elected by the entire student body.  Committee members will plan, execute, and evaluate each evangelistic event.  

ABS will assign an experienced professor as a consultant to give guidance and supervision to students.  All students are expected to actively 

participate in the different ministries of the Student Evangelistic Band beginning from year one.  The term of service in the Student Evangelistic 

Band is about the same as that of church internship. 

Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs 
Field Education Requirements
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The first unit of internship mainly focuses on observation, and the skills of evangelism, teaching, and caring.

The second unit of internship emphasizes both observation and pastoral ministry, focusing on preaching, leading, administration, counseling 

and worship leading.

The third unit of internship is a 7-to-8-week, full-time pastoral ministry placement to be completed in the summer before graduation.  Through 

a full-time ministry practicum hopefully students can develop a holistic view of ministry, experience real life situations and taste what it is like 

to be a full-time pastor.  Students who are majoring in Intercultural Studies must complete their internship in relevant fields under supervision.  

For details, please contact the Chari of the Department of Intercultural Studies and the Department of Field Education.

The Master of Christian Studies program is a training program for lay leaders.  If student of this program finds a church internship by himself/

herself, it is not under the jurisdiction of the Department of Field Education.  However, when the student who has clear calling to full-time 

ministry and is transferred to the Master of Divinity program, he/she must be placed under the jurisdiction of the Department.  This student is 

then required to complete all units of internship and requirements in order to graduate.  

Degree Program Evangelistic 
Band

First unit of 
internship 

Second unit of 
internship 

Third unit of 
internship

MDiv-3 2 years 1 year 1 year 7-8 Weeks

MDiv4-ICS 2 years 1 year 1 year 7-8 Weeks

BM 3 years 1 year 2 years 7-8 Weeks

Field Education in a Church/Christian Organization
1.	 Students can discuss with the Director of Field Education when choosing their intern church according to their interests.  In general, the 

church senior pastor will serve as the student's supervisor.  Students must have at least two work placements so they can learn from 

different supervisors’ experiences and maximize their breadth of service in different environments.

2.	 The internship program of ABS is church-focused.  We firmly believe that Jesus Christ came to the world to build the church.  No community 

on earth is more important than the church.  Therefore, field education in ABS is church-centered; students will learn to master ministerial 

skills by serving in the church.

3.	 ABS also encourage students with special passion and gifts to partake in their internships in Christian organizations outside of the church 

setting.  However, these special requests must be approved in advance by the Director of Field Education. 

4.	 ABS stresses that fieldwork is not part-time employment.  It is an important learning and training process.  Therefore, having an 

experienced internship supervisor is mandatory.  Fieldwork includes the following four aspects:

	 a. Observation of ministries of other people 

	 b. Participation in hands-on ministries

	 c. Supervision process and guidance during internship

	 d. Reflection and evaluation of one’s ministry 

Field Education Requirements

Pastoral Studies Basic Degree Programs Field Education Requirements
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Pastoral Studies 
Advanced Degree Programs

40
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Master of Divinity 
(Post B.Th. 2-year Program)

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs

Program Objective

According to the guidelines of the Asia Theological Association, ABS has designed this accelerated 
program for students with approved Bachelor of Theology degree (4-year) to upgrade to a Master of 
Divinity degree without repeating many Bachelor level courses.  This program is also named Master of 
Divinity (Pastoral Upgrading) since September 2007.

Program Design
1.	 Candidates holding ABS approved Bachelor of Theology degree 

(4-year) may apply for this program.

2.	 Students must complete 80 credits, including a thesis (8 credits).

3.	 Full-time students should take at least 2 years to complete this 

program; part-time students must complete it in 5 years’ time.

Credit Requirements

Core 10 courses 30 credits

Electives 14 courses 42 credits

Thesis 8 credits

Total： 80 credits

New Testament Greek

Systematic 
Theology

History of Christian Missions

   Core Courses (30 credits)

Based on ABS full-time M. Div. curriculum requirements, core courses 

is determined based on the subjects students have taken before 

admission.

   Elective Courses (42 credits)

Students are free to take any general master-level courses, but some 

may have prerequisites that students must pay attention to. 

M D i v - 2

   Thesis (8 credits)

With the guidance of the mentor, complete a thesis (minimum word 

limit: 20,000 in Chinese).

1. 	 Applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree or equivalent from an 
approved theological seminary.

2.	 A recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Master of Theology 
(Research Track) 

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs

Program Objective

This program is designed for graduates of the Master of Divinity program, offering academic research 
opportunities to pastoral workers.  ABS will also consider the application for admission from graduates of 
the Master of Christian Studies degree on individual basis.

Program Design
To graduate, students must, within 5 years, undertake academic 

studies under the guidance and supervision of an instructor, 

complete a 50,000-word Master thesis, and successfully pass the 

oral defense.

Church History 

B i b l i c a l 
Studies

Theology and Hermeneutics

T h M - R

1. 	 Applicants must hold an approved Master of Divinity degree or 
equivalent.

2.	 Applicant hold a Master of Christian Studies degree or 
equivalent is required to complete additional credits at the 
Master of Divinity level upon admission. 

3.	 A master’s level thesis proposal must be submitted together 
with the application.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Master of Theology 
(Course-taking Track)

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs

Program Objective

This program is designed for graduates of the Master of Divinity program, offering continuing education 
and upgrading opportunities to pastoral workers.  Students may choose in-depth studies in various areas, 
strengthening their knowledge of the Scriptures, deepening their theological reflection, and exploring 
special skills in different areas of ministry, so as to work out how to minister in the context of Chinese 
culture.  Students may enroll in this program as full-time or part-time students.

Program Design
1.	 The study period is 5 years.

2.	 Students are required to complete a total of 36 credits and 

attain a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 to 

graduate.

3.	 Course requirements vary depending on the major.  Students 

are required to select a major upon admission and complete 

the program under the requirements of the major.

Theology and Hermeneutics

Biblical 
Studies

Selected Reading of Theological Texts

T h M
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Majors

•	 Biblical Studies (such as Old Testament, New Testament, Hermeneutics, 
etc.)

•	 Theological Studies (such as History of Christianity, Systematic Theology, 
Contemporary Theology, Christian Ethics, Theology of Spiritual, etc.)

Credit Requirements

   Major Courses (15 credits)

Biblical Studies
•Theology and Hermeneutics

•Advanced Greek OR Advanced Hebrew

•Three Biblical Studies electives

Theological Studies
•Theology and Hermeneutics

•Selected Reading of Theological Texts

•Three Theological Studies electives

   Elective Courses (9 credits)

Students can choose any Th.M.-level courses from whichever major.

   Block Seminars (3 credits)

Students are required to join at least two block seminars, submit written reports 

on the seminar contents, and present their works in one of the seminars.

   Research Thesis (9 credits)

With the guidance of the mentor, complete a thesis (minimum word limit: 30,000 

in Chinese).

Majors

•	 Chinese Cultural Studies

•	 Intercultural Studies

•	 Practical Theology (such as Worship and Sacred Music, Christian 
Education and Pastoral Ministry, Evangelical Theology and 
Church Growth, etc.)

Credit Requirements

   Major Courses (6 credits)

Th.M.-level courses provided by the majoring Department.

 	 Elective Courses (24 credits)

Students can choose any Th.M.-level courses from whichever major.  

Students can also choose M.Div.-level courses designed for current 

pastors, with a limit of up to 21 credits.

   Research Thesis (6 credits)

With the guidance of the mentor, complete a thesis (minimum word 

limit: 20,000 in Chinese).

T h MPastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs
Master of Theology (Course-taking Track)

Major 5  courses 15 credits

Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Block Seminar Twice 3 credits

Thesis 9 credits

Total 36 credits

Major 2  courses 6 credits

Electives 8 courses 24 credits

Thesis 6 credits

Total 36 credits

1. 	 Applicants must hold an approved Master of Divinity degree or 
equivalent.

2.	 Applicant hold a Master of Christian Studies degree or 
equivalent is required to complete additional credits at the 
Master of Divinity level upon admission. 

3.	 A copy of master’s level course assignment must be submitted 
together with the application.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Program Objective

This program aims at training post-M.Div. pastor to have a deeper understanding and knowledge of the 
complexities of Chinese marriage and family, and to increase pastoral workers' awareness of the needs 
of marriages and families so as to show concern and exercise appropriate actions in their ministry in 
accordance with biblical and theological principles.

Program Design
1.	 The program content  is  des igned in  accordance with 

recommendations given by two American accreditation institutes 
(CACREP & COAMFTE: MFT Education Guidelines).  With a Student 
Learning Outcomes education philosophy in mind, students will 
acquire the professional knowledge and skills through topical 
studies.

2.	 By part-time study, the program must be completed in 4 years.

3.	 Students need to complete 36 credits, including 150 hours of 
counseling practicum to be completed in one year’s time. 

4.	 Students need to apply for and attend an interview before starting 
the counseling practicum.

5.	 During the counseling practicum, students must attend supervision 
sessions and being evaluated periodically.  Supervision sessions 
will be conducted in small groups or individually. 

Credit Requirements

Prerequisite 3 courses

Major 5 courses 15 credits

Electives 2 courses 6 credits

Counseling Practicum 3 courses 9 credits

Research Thesis 6 credits

Total 36 credits

Professional Ethics in Marriage 
and Family Counseling

Counseling 
Process and 
Techniques

Integration of 
Theology and 

Psychology

Psychopathology

T h M - M F C

Master of Theology 
(Major in Marriage and Family Counseling)

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs
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   Prerequisite Courses

Three courses in total: CO511 Counseling Theories, CO513 Human 

Growth and Development, CO512 Family Systems/CO507 Family Systems 

Dynamics/C0504 Family Counseling.  Students are required to take the 

above courses if they have not taken before. 

   Major Courses (15 credits)

CO515 Professional Ethics in Marriage and Family Counseling

CO517 Research in Marriage and Family Counseling

CO521 Psychopathology

CO516 Integration of Theology and Psychology

CO709 Counseling and Christian Thought

CO708 Religion and Family Life

   Elective Courses (6 credits)

Any CO elective courses offered

   Counseling Practicum (9 credits)

CO605 Counseling Process and Techniques

CO601 Counseling Practicum I**

CO602 Counseling Practicum II**

** 150 hours in total

   Research Thesis (6 credits)

With the guidance of the mentor, complete a thesis (minimum word limit: 

20,000 in Chinese).

T h M - M F CPastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs
Master of Theology (Major in Marriage and Family Counseling)

1. 	 Applicants must hold an approved Master of Divinity degree or 
equivalent.

2.	 Having extensive experience in church ministry and 
recommended by the affiliated church.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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D M i n

Doctor of Ministry
Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs

Program Objective

This program aims to offer in-depth theological training to pastors with a Master of Divinity degree or 
equivalent.  Its objective is to integrate the theory of Pastoral Ministry with the experience of church 
ministry and other Christian ministries.

Program Design
1.	 The program is divided into two part, including the major 

courses and the graduation dissertation.

2.	 Majors available include: Preaching and Leadership, Church 
Reorganization and Revitalization, Marriage and Family 
Counseling, Marriage and Family Ministry, Christian Spirituality 
and Spiritual Formation, and Christian Spirituality and Spiritual 
Direction.

3.	 The graduation dissertation is the end product of this program. 
Research and integration are its objectives. Its theme must be 
directly related to the major of the student, and be creative in 
concept, and make concrete contributions in practice.  Formats 
of the dissertation can be: (1) an academic dissertation, which 
can be published as a book after completion; (2) a plan to 
develop a certain ministry (project), the content of which must 
be related to the ministry in which the student is involved. 
Before submitting the dissertation proposal, students must 
attend the Research Methodology course.

Credit Requirements

Contemporary Biblical 
Studies and Exegesis

Theology of 
Spirituality

Contemporary Preaching Methods

4.	 Students are required to complete the program within 7 years.  
To graduate, the student must pass the dissertation oral defense 
and attain a CGPA not lower than 3.0 on a 4.0 grade scale.

Major 6 courses 36 credits

Dissertation 24 credits

Total 60 credits
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D M i nPastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs
Doctor of Ministry

1. 	 Applicants must hold a Master of Divinity degree or equivalent 
with a CGPA of 3.3 or above on a 4.0 grade scale.

2.	 Must have three years full-time working experience in church, 
missions or Christian organizations after obtaining the Master 
of Divinity degree or equivalent.  Having five years of full-time 
working experience after getting the Bachelor of Theology 
degree may also apply if the applicant holds the B.Th. degree 
before obtaining the Master of Divinity degree.

3.	 Be able to comprehend theological books written in English.  
ABS may request proof of the TOEFL results from applicants if 
deemed necessary. 

4.	 Have studied biblical Greek and Hebrew, and know how to use 
computer software of the biblical languages.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

-	 There are four core courses, primarily taught through lectures, 

seminars, and group discussions.  There are two practicum courses 

for each track, taught through lectures, group interaction, and 

supervision.

-	 Dissertations: In addition to a dissertation advisor, Cohort 

Supervisor will also provide support to students during the research 

and writing phase.

-	 Students are required to maintain ongoing appointments with 

spiritual directors after admission.

-	 Assigned readings must be completed and the reading log must be 

submitted to the Cohort Supervisor before graduation. 

 Dissertation (24 credits)
DM1190 Research Methodology

DM1191A Proposal

DM1192A Ministry Project (12 credits)

 	Qualifications for Doctor of Ministry 		
	 Candidacy
1.	 Completion of one half of the program, i.e. 30 credits or above.

2.	 The dissertation proposal is being approved.

   Major Courses (36 credits)

Preaching and Leadership
DM1013 Pastoral Leadership and Theology

DM1052 Contemporary Models of Evangelism

DM1053 Strategies for Church Growth

DM1030 Chinese Church Leadership Models

DM1026 Preaching the New Testament

DM1029 Preaching the Old Testament

Church Reorganization and Revitalization
DM1141 Church Restructuring and Revitalization 

DM1143 Launching Creative Ministries in the Church 

DM1144 Information Technology, Media, and the Church 

DM1145 Changes and Conflicts 

DM1142 Pastoral Membership Program 

DM1146 Overseas Churches Field Study

-	 This program takes the form of a cohort, with a combination of intensive 

face-to-face instruction and individual interviews.  Combining knowledge, 

experience, and individual supervision, the program helps students effectively 

revitalize their churches.

-	 Prospected student: Senior pastors, department leaders of large churches, and 

newly appointed church leaders.

-	 Major courses are taught in a coordinated format by experts and experienced 

professionals in related fields.  Through theories of church resource 

management, innovative ministry development experiences, and the 

introduction of technology and media knowledge, students will be inspired to 

rethink about their church operations. 

Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Formation /
Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Direction
DM1171 Spiritual Disciplines: Tradition and Practice

DM1172 Christian Spirituality 

DM1173 Spiritual Discernment and Spiritual Direction

DM1174 Spirituality and Church Pastoring

Spiritual Formation Track	 Spiritual Direction Track
DM1175 Spiritual Formation Group	 DM1177 Spiritual Direction I

DM1176 Spiritual Formation Camp	 DM1177 Spiritual Direction I

-	 This program takes the form of a cohort. After the first year of study, students 

will begin the process of “thinking” and “exploring” their dissertation 

proposals based on their track and research interests. By the end of the 

second year of study, they will need to decide on the direction and topic of 

their dissertations. The Cohort Supervisor will assign dissertation advisor 

based on the student’s needs during this process. 

-	 Course instruction methods include face-to-face lecturing, via Zoom, and a 

hybrid of the above. Classes will be conducted weekly or bi-weekly.
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D M i nPastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs
Doctor of Ministry

1. 	 Applicants must hold a Master of Divinity degree or equivalent 
with a CGPA of 3.3 or above on a 4.0 grade scale.

2.	 Must have three years full-time working experience in church, 
missions or Christian organizations after obtaining the Master 
of Divinity degree or equivalent.  Having five years of full-time 
working experience after getting the Bachelor of Theology 
degree may also apply if the applicant holds the B.Th. degree 
before obtaining the Master of Divinity degree.

3.	 Be able to comprehend theological books written in English.  
ABS may request proof of the TOEFL results from applicants if 
deemed necessary. 

4.	 Must have prior training in professional counseling (such as 
completing a counseling or family education related course). 

5.	 Applicant for Marriage and Family Counseling major must hold 
a Master of Psychology/Counseling degree or equivalent, and 
have completed no less than 150 hours of clinical counseling 
and 30 hours of clinical supervision.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

 Dissertation (24 credits)
DM1160 Research Methodology

DM1191A Proposal

DM1192A Ministry Project (12 credits)

 	Qualifications for Doctor of Ministry 		
	 Candidacy
1.	 Completion of one half of the program, i.e. 30 credits or above.

2.	 The dissertation proposal is being approved.

   Major Courses (36 credits)

Marriage and Family Counseling /
Marriage and Family Ministry
DM1161 Spirituality and Family Relationship 

DM1162 Religion and Marriage Counseling 

DM1163 Family Crises and Spiritual Resources 

DM1164 Counseling and the Christian Thought

Counseling Track	 Ministry Track
DM1169-1 Counseling Practicum I	 DM1168-1 Case Study Seminar I

DM1169-2 Counseling Practicum II	 DM1168-2 Case Study Seminar II

-	 This program is designed with three themes in mind: Knowledge, Experience, 

and Personal Growth. 

-	 The program requirement has been divided into three parts: core course, 

counseling practicum/case studies and a doctoral dissertation. 

-	 Students may complete the program in as soon as four years. 

-	 Core courses revolve around three areas of professions: counseling, marriage 

and family, and religious beliefs. 

-	 Students are required to take all core courses through live video meetings. 

-	 The teaching of the program takes the form of cross-profession cooperation. 

Core courses will be delivered by teachers of different professions, including 

professors of theology and professional counselors, with faculty from the 

Counseling Department guiding in integration. 

-	 Counseling practicum and case studies are tailor-made learning experiences 

for students, providing a deeper discussion on specific topics.
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D M i s s

Doctor of Missiology/
Intercultural Studies

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs

Program Objective

This program offers further training in missiology to experienced missionaries, mission organization 
leaders, tutors of mission courses in seminaries, and pastors with experience in intercultural ministries.  
The goal is to help them integrate theories of missiology with mission/intercultural ministry and 
personal experiences, becoming more efficient servants of the Kingdom of God.  This program focuses 
on expanding students’ global horizons and strengthening their ministry skills, as well as helping them 
examine the characteristics and topics of Chinese missionaries and mission ministries.

Program Design
1.	 The program is delivered in cohorts, and admissions will be 

taken every two or three years.  Each cohort will be led and 
supervised by two cohort supervisors to help them complete 
the program within the time allowed (students will complete 
the program in no less than three years and no more than 
five).  At the end of the first year, students will be assigned a 
dissertation supervisor based on their research topics to assist 
them in beginning the work on their dissertation or research 
project and provide guidance and advice.

2.	 There are three aspects: core courses, elective courses, and 
a doctoral dissertation/research project.  Lessons will be 
delivered in the form of intensive courses.  Each 6-credit 
course will be 40 hours, including no more than half of the 
time in online and distance learning.

3.	 Two core courses will be delivered simultaneously each year, 
in a total of five days.  There are three years and 36 credits 
in total and will be intensive courses.  Students in the same 
cohort will study together for three years and finish their 
assignments at the same time.  Students must complete their 
readings and coursework before lessons and are required to 
complete their assignments before the deadline after lessons.  
The assignment for the third year is their dissertation or 
research project.

Mission Education 
and the Functions of 

Sending Agencies

Mission Strategies and Research for the Chinese Church

 Contextualization 
and Mission

4.	 Apart from the core courses, students are required to take 24 
credits of advanced degree programs (with the approval of their 
supervisors) based on their dissertation or research project topics.  
With the exception of Doctor of Missiology/Intercultural Studies 
courses, students may also opt for courses of D.Min. programs or 
equivalent level, such as Master of Theology courses.

5.	 Comprehensive Examination: To ensure graduates possess extensive 
knowledge of missiology and intercultural ministry, and analytical 
ability compatible with their academic level, they are required to 
pass a comprehensive exam after the second year of the program 
and before their oral defense.  This is an open-book exam with a 
time limit.  Candidates may bring reference books and their notes, 
but are prohibited from asking others for help and answers as well 
as searching online.

6.	 A dissertation/research project is the accumulated result of students’ 
study of this program. (1) A dissertation focuses on research and 
integration.  Its topic must have a direct relation with the cohort’s 
major, with creative ideas and contributions in practicality.  (2) A 
research project must be related to the ministries the student is 
involved in.

7.	 To graduate, students are required to complete the program within 
five years, pass the Comprehensive Examination and oral defense 
of their dissertation or research project, and with a CGPA of 3.0 or 
above on a 4.0 grade scale.
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   Credit Requirements

   Elective Courses (24 credits)

Students may choose any D.Min./D.Miss. courses

   Doctor of Missiology/
	 Intercultural Studies Candidacy Requirements

1. Complete all core courses, and no less than 36 credits

2. Pass the Comprehensive Examination*

3. Pass the initial dissertation/research project proposal 

* The Comprehensive Examination includes two parts.  Each part takes three hours.  

Part one is general Missiology knowledge, and part two is topics related to the 

dissertation or research project topic.

D M i s s

  Core Courses (36 credits)

1. Mission Strategies and Research for the Chinese Church

2. Mission Education and the Functions of Sending Agencies

3. Mission Ministry 1: Education and Training for Missional Workers

4. Mission Ministry 2: Leaders and Leadership Development for 

Missional Service

5.	 Anthropology and Contextualization

6. Contextualization and Mission

7. Program Integration and Research Project

Core and

Dissertation/Research Project
36 credits

Electives 24 credits

Total 60 credits

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs
Doctor of Missiology/Intercultural Studies

1. 	 Applicants must hold a Master of Divinity degree or 
equivalent with a CGPA of 3.3 or above on a 4.0 grade 
scale.

2.	 Must have prior training in missiology (postgraduate level 
missiology programs of at least 9 credits or equivalent).  
Applicants without such training will be admitted as 
students on probation until the requirement is fulfilled.

3.	 Must have three years of intercultural missions 
experience, full-time working experience in missions 
or Christian organizations (including organizations 
deployed by the church, such as seminary tutors), or three 
years of serving in an intercultural environment or as a 
missions mobilizer pastor in a church.  Master of Ministry 
and Master of Christian Studies graduates must have 
5 years of full-time working experience or equivalent 
and complete additional credit requirements (Master of 
Divinity or equivalent level).

4.	 Full-time missionaries not meeting any of the above 
requirements may opt to admit as students on probation 
and fulfil the requirements meanwhile.

5.	 Be able to comprehend theological books written in 
English and Chinese.  ABS may request applicants to take 
a Theological English course or an examination if deemed 
necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

51

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025

51



P h D

Doctor of Philosophy

Program Objective

The program offers Chinese-speaking pastors an opportunity for further education by doing academic 
research, so as to train talent for theological education and research field for the Chinese Church.

Program Design
The student will carry out academic research under the supervision 

of an advisor and complete an academic dissertation of not less 

than 75,000 words.  During the course of study, students are 

required to participate in seminars on particular topics, pass a 

comprehensive examination, and fulfill the language requirements.  

Students may opt to study full-time or part-time.

Full-time Study Mode
1.	 Students must complete the whole program in 4 years’ time.

2.	 The dissertation proposal must be accepted within the first 
year of study in order to stay in the program. 

3.	 Depending on the research area, students are required to 
master at least one research related language other than their 
mother tongue, and proof of proficiency (passing certificate of 
public examination of that language) must be presented to the 
Seminary within the first year of study.

4.	 Students are required to sit for a comprehensive examination 
within the first two years of study.

5.	 When the dissertation proposal is accepted, language 
requirement fulfilled and comprehensive examination passed, 
the student would become a Doctor of Philosophy candidate.

6.	 The student who has completed the dissertation and passed 
the oral defense is eligible for graduation.

7.	 Full-time students may apply for fellowship.  Students are 
required to apply for the fellowship every year and a maximum 
of four years of the fellowship will be granted.

Theological Studies

Chinese Cultural 
Studie

Biblical Studies

Part-time Study Mode
1. 	 Students should complete the entire program in 8 years’ time at most.

2.	 The dissertation proposal must be accepted within the first two 
years of study in order to stay in the program.

3.	 Depending on the research area, students are required to master at 
least one research related language other than their mother tongue, 
and proof of proficiency (passing certificate of public examination of 
that language) must be presented to the Seminary within the first 
two years of study.

4.	 Students are required to sit for the comprehensive examination 
before the end of the fourth year of study.

5.	 With the dissertation proposal accepted, language requirement 
fulfilled and comprehensive examination passed, the student would 
become a Doctor of Philosophy candidate.

6.	 The student who has completed the dissertation and passed the 
oral defense is eligible for graduation.

Pastoral Studies Advanced Degree Programs

1. 	 Applicants must hold a Master of Divinity degree (or equivalent) 
or higher qualification, with a CGPA of 3.5 or above on a 4.0 
grade scale.

2.	 Applicants must prove their English proficiency through open 
examinations such as scoring 550 in TOEFL-PBT or 79 in iBT 
and be able to communicate in Chinese.  Those who wish to 
major in Biblical Studies must also be proficient in Hebrew and 
Greek.

3.	 Applicants must have a preliminary proposal on their research 
topics ready.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Full-time 
Lay Leadership 

Programs
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M C F - C V  ( f u l l  t i m e )

Master of Christian Faith 
( in Christian Vocation) (1-year Program) 

Full-time Lay Leadership Programs

Program Design
1.	 Students need to complete 12 courses (36 credits), and  

graduation requirements.

2.	 Studying and living full-time for a year in Cheung Chau campus.

minister 
through 

their 
occupation

basic 
theological 

training

Credit Requirements

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Electives 6 courses 18 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 40 credits

   Major Courses (18 credits)

BS515 	 Hermeneutics OR Biblical Studies/Biblical Language Course

BS515 	 Hermeneutics OR Biblical Studies/Biblical Language Course

CH504 	 Church History I: The Building and Continuity of the Early Church

TH547 	 Doctrine, Theology and Contextual Reflection OR

	 CS552	 The History of Church-State Relations in China OR

	 CH526 	 History of Church in China

SF531 	 Vocational Life OR PT558 Human Development and Transformative 

Discipleship

PT525 	 Personality and Spiritual Growth OR PT540 Prayer and Christian 

Growth

  Elective Courses (18 credits)

Students may choose any courses provided in the Cheung Chau campus (with 

the exception of pastor-exclusive courses).  Note that some courses have 

prerequisites.

  Graduation Requirements  (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2. 	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized 
and members of a local church for at least 2 years at the 
anticipated time of enrolment.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact the Admissions Office by 
WhatsApp (+852) 6536 0362.

4.	 Applications need to attend the interview and sit for a written 
examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

Program Objective

This program aims at equipping Christians who intend to minister through their occupation with up-to-
date theological and ministry knowledge, to better prepare them to help build the church in the rapidly 
changing world.  The program also serves to provide a one-year trial of life as an “ABS Cheung Chau 
campus seminarian” for young Christians who are fresh graduates or considering a full-time, lifelong 
professional ministry to make clear their calling.

54

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025

54



Master of Christian Studies 
(2-year Program) 

Program Objective

This program aims to provide Christians who intend to minister through their occupation with basic 
theological training, preparing them to be efficient lay leaders for the church in this rapidly changing 
world.

Program Design
1.	 Students need to complete 24 courses (72 credits), and  

graduation requirements.

2.	 The program can be completed within 2 years full-time.

3.	 Students can select to major in Intercultural Studies, or opt not 
to take any major.

preparing them 
to be efficient lay 

leaders for the 
church

Credit Requirements

Core 9 courses 27 credits

Major 10 courses 30 credits

Electives 5 courses 15 credits

Grad. Requirements 8 credits

Total 80 credits

M C S  ( f u l l  t i m e )

minister 
through 

their 
occupation

Full-time Lay Leadership Programs
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   Core Courses (27 credits)
OT532 	 Introduction to the study of the Old Testament

NT532 	 Introduction to the study of the New Testament

BS515 	 Hermeneutics

CH504 	 Church History I: The Building and Continuity of the Early Church

CH505 	 Church History II: The Medieval Period, Pre- and Post-Reformation

TH511 	 Systematic Theology I

TH512 	 Systematic Theology II

CH526 	 History of Church in China

PT561 	 Christian Education and Teaching Ministry

   Major Courses (30 credits)

Intercultural Studies Major  
ME541 	 Missionary Anthropology

ME542 	 Evangelism, Church Planting and Church Growth OR

	 ME574 Life and Work of a Cross-Cultural Missionary

ME543 	 History of Christian Missions

ME544 	 Folk Religions

ME546 	 Biblical Theology of Mission

ME579 	 Field Research Methods OR 

	 ME540 Acts of the Apostles and Missions

ME536 	 Cross-Cultural Field Internship

And three Intercultural Studies electives

   No Major (30 credits)

Ten electives of the student’s choice (with the exception of pastor-exclusive 

courses).  Note that some courses have prerequisites.

   Elective Courses (15 credits)

Students may choose any courses provided in the Cheung Chau campus (with 

the exception of pastor-exclusive courses).  Note that some courses have 

prerequisites.

   Graduation Requirements (8 credits)

1.	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Complete a reflection paper with 3,500 words in Chinese

3.	 Serving in a church for a year

4.	 Reading the Bible once (include both Old and New Testaments)

M C S  ( f u l l  t i m e )Full-time Lay Leadership Programs
Master of Christian Studies (2-year Program) 

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized 
and members of a local church for at least 2 years at the 
anticipated time of enrolment.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent.
4.	 Applications need to attend the interview and sit for a written 

examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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School of Pastoral and 
Christian Leadership 

Programs
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School of Pastoral 
and Christian Leadership

The relationship between pastors and congregations is 
interdependent, and church building requires both parties 

to work together to face the challenges of the times and social 
changes.  In view of this, ABS have established the new "ABS 
School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership (SPCL)" starting in 
September 2019, which is a merger of the former "School of 
Pastoral and Professional Continuing Education (SPPCE)" and 
the Lay Leadership Training Department.
The establishment of SPCL will continue to provide 
appropriate courses for pastors and lay Christians.  Training 
programs that are suitable for both pastors and congregations 
to participate together will also be offered.  Credit-bearing and 
non-credit-bearing courses at different academic levels, like 
biblical studies, praise and worship training, and children and 
family ministry, are courses that are suitable for both pastors 
and lay Christians.
We hope that SPCL can develop appropriate training courses 
for churches and pastors that cooperate with the development 
of the church’s work, so as to establish a holy church that 
responds to the needs of all parties in a timely manner.
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Certificate in Intercultural Studies
School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

Program Design
To graduate, students must complete the training program in 4 

years' time (a total of 12 courses, 36 credits), including a 4-week 

supervised fieldwork practice in a cross-cultural setting.

targeted towards 
layman or 

lay missionaries

training to Chinese Christians from 
churches or mission groups

Credit Requirements

Core 5 courses 15 credits

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Elective 1 course 3 credits

Total 12 courses 36 credits

C - I C S

   Core Courses (5 courses, 15 credits)

   Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

1. Acts of the Apostles and Mission

2. Contextualized Discipleship Training

3. Life and Work of a Cross-Cultural Missionary

4. Mission Trends and Strategies of the Chinese Church

5. History of Christian Missions

6.	Cross-Cultural Field Internship

Choose two 

Old Testament Background

New Testament Background

Biblical Exegesis

Choose two 

Prolegomena to Theology

Theological English

Theological Research Method

Spiritual Formation

   Elective Course (1 course, 3 credits)

One Biblical Studies course

Program Objective

This program is targeted towards layman or lay missionaries (intercultural workers), mission organization 
workers, and members of church mission departments.  It offers basic theological and missions 
(intercultural) training to Chinese Christians from churches or mission groups so that they would learn 
proper mission strategies and thus carry out the Great Commission to "make disciples of all nations" in a 
more effective manner.

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized, 
and be members of a local church for at least 2 years.

2.	 Committed to serve God.
3.	 Possess church ministry experience and recommendation from 

the affiliated church.
4.	 Over 18 years of age.
5.	 Completed secondary school education (Form Five) or 

equivalent or above.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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Bachelor of Christian Studies
School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

Program Objective

This program offers foundational yet solid theological training to Christians.  In addition to a dimension 
on life renewal and reflection aiming at integrating Christian faith into daily life, students are able to 
shape their Faith "in the World.”

Program Design
1.	 This program is designed for Christians holding an Associate 

degree or equivalent.

2.	 Apply bible knowledge, history and theology to different 
aspects including personal spiritual life, church life, family and 
marriage, work place and social issues, so that students would 
know how to respond to the issues of the times, make faith 
relevant to their daily lives, and integrate faith with life.  It is 
hoped that the program can help students stand firm in their 
faith and be the witness of our Lord in this world.

3.	 Studying on a part-time basis, students must complete 24 
courses (72 credits) in 6 years' time.

shape their Faith "in the World.”
renewal and reflection

solid theological training

Credit Requirements 

Core 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 6 courses 18 credits

Free Electives 12 courses 36 credits

Total 24 courses 72 credits

B C S
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   Core Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)）

1. 	 Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament

2. 	 Introduction to the Study of the New Testament

3. 	 Biblical Exegesis

4. 	 Prolegomena to Theology

5. 	 Theological English

6. 	 History of Church in China

   Free Elective Courses (12 courses, 36 credits)

Students may choose according to personal interests and needs:

1.	 any undergraduate level courses

2.	 designated electives that have not been chosen

Overview 1. 	 Spiritual Formation (Compulsory)

Spiritual Life

2. 	 Holistic Christian Growth

3. 	 S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n  a n d  C h a r a c t e r 
Development

Family
4. 	 Family Education and Enrichment

5. 	 Christian Education in Friendship & Courtship

Workplace 6. 	 Work Ethics and the Marketplace

Social issues 7. 	 Contemporary Culture and Theology

Church life

8.	 Small Group Dynamics and Leadership 
Training

9.	 Advanced Training for Evangelistic Bible 
Study Leaders

10.	 Multiple Evangelistic Methods

11. 	Praise and Worship courses

Missions

12. 	Christian Social Action (walk into the 
community)

13. 	 Introduction to Christian Missions

History 14. Church History in Hong Kong

Special Topic
15. 	Christian Pilgrimage I and II

16. 	Spiritual Formation I and II

B C SSchool of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs
Bachelor of Christian Studies

  Designated Elective Courses 
	 (6 courses, 18 credits)

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians, have been baptized, 
and recommended by pastors of the affiliated church.

2.	 Hold an Associate Degree or equivalent.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

Program Design
This is a part-time evening program.  Student must complete 12 

courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 years and graduation requirements.

face the challenge

widen the spiritual 
horizon of Christians

undertake the calling of the times

Credit Requirements 

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

M C F - B S

	 Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits) 

1. 	 Hermeneutics

2. 	 Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament

3. 	 Introduction to the Study of the New Testament

4. 	 New Testament Greek I OR Old Testament Hebrew I

5.  and 6. Two Biblical Studies OR Biblical Language courses

	 Designated Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)

Three Biblical Studies OR Biblical Language courses

   Free Elective Courses (3 courses, 9 credits)

Three general master’s level courses other than Biblical Studies electives

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits) 

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact SPCL by WhatsApp (+852) 
2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Biblical Studies)
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School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

M C F -T H

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact SPCL by WhatsApp (+852) 
2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

face the challenge

widen the spiritual 
horizon of Christians

undertake the calling of the times

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Theological Studies)

Program Design
This is a part-time evening program.  Student must complete 12 

courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 years and graduation requirements.

Credit Requirements 

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

	 Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits) 

1. 	 Doctrine, Theology and Contextual Reflection

2. 	 Social Ethics OR Christian Ethics

3.	 Christian Spirituality OR Spiritual Discernment

4. 	 Systematic Theology I/ II/ III

5.	 Church History I/ II/ III

6. 	 Church History in Hong Kong OR History of Church in China OR History of 	

	 Christianity in China

	 Designated Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)

Three electives from Theological Studies/ Church History/ Chinese Cultural 

Studies/ Spiritual Formation

   Free Elective Courses (3 courses, 9 credits)

Three general master’s level courses

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once
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School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

Program Design
This is a part-time evening program.  Student must complete 12 

courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 years and graduation requirements.

Credit Requirements 

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

M C F - I C S

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact SPCL by WhatsApp (+852) 
2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

face the challenge

widen the spiritual 
horizon of Christians

undertake the calling of the times

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Intercultural Studies)

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

   Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

1. 	 Biblical Theology of Mission

2. 	 Missionary Anthropology

3. 	 Folk Religions

4. 	 Life and Work of a Cross-Cultural Missionary

5. 	 Acts of the Apostles and Missions

6. 	 Cross-Cultural Field Internship

   Designated Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)

1. 	 Hermeneutics OR Biblical Studies electives

2. 	 Doctrine, Theology and Contextual Reflection OR Christian Ethics OR 

Social Ethics

3. 	 Spiritual Formation OR Prayer and Christian Growth

   Free Elective Courses (3 courses, 9 credits)

Three general master’s level courses
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Program Design
This is a part-time evening program.  Student must complete 12 

courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 years and graduation requirements.

Credit Requirements 

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

M C F - P W

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact SPCL by WhatsApp (+852) 
2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

   Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

1. 	 Biblical Foundations of Praise and Worship

2. 	 Theology and Spirituality of Praise and Worship

3. 	 Introduction to Praise and Worship: Historical Perspective and 

Overview

4. 	 Pastoral Care and Management of Worship Team

5.  and 6. Two Praise and Worship electives

   Designated Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)

1. 	 Biblical Studies elective

2. 	 Theological Studies elective

3. 	 Spiritual Formation OR Prayer and Christian Growth

   Free Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)
Three general master’s level courses

face the challenge

widen the spiritual 
horizon of Christians

undertake the calling of the times

School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Praise and Worship)
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School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

M C F - C S S D

Program Design
This is a part-time evening program.  Student must complete 12 

courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 years and graduation requirements.

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact SPCL by WhatsApp (+852) 
2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

   Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

1. 	 Christian Spirituality

2. 	 History of Christian Spirituality

3. 	 Spiritual Journey

4. 	 Spiritual Discernment

5. 	 Prayer and Christian Growth OR Spiritual Formation and Character 

Development

6. 	 Spirituality elective

   Designated Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)

1. 	 Spiritual Formation

2. 	 Pre Practicum in Group Spiritual Practice OR Spiritual Direction

3. 	 Post Practicum in Group Spiritual Practice OR Spiritual Direction

   Free Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)
Three general master’s level courses

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

Credit Requirements 

face the challenge

widen the spiritual 
horizon of Christians

undertake the calling of the times

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Direction)

66

ALLIANCE  B IBLE  SEMINARY Prospectus  2025

66



School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

M C F - C S S F

Program Design
This is a real-time online course (via Zoom) with recording for 

review.  Student must complete 12 courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 

years and graduation requirements.

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are 
baptized for two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, 
appropriate giftedness, and ministry involvement in the 
church.  A recommendation from the affiliated church is 
needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not 
meet the academic requirements, please contact SPCL by 
WhatsApp (+852) 2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An 
interview will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

   Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

1. 	 Christian Spirituality

2. 	 History of Christian Spirituality

3. 	 Spiritual Journey

4. 	 Spiritual Discernment

5. 	 Prayer and Christian Growth OR Spiritual Formation and Character Development

6. 	 Spirituality elective

   Designated Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)

1. 	 Spiritual Formation

2. 	 Christian Pilgrimage I

3. 	 Christian Pilgrimage II

   Free Elective Courses 
	 (3 courses, 9 credits)
Three general master’s level courses

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

Credit Requirements 

face the challenge

widen the spiritual 
horizon of Christians

undertake the calling of the times

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Formation)
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School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

M C F - C V

   Graduation Requirements (4 credits)

1. 	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Serving in a church for six months

3.	 Reading the New Testament once

   Core Courses (6 courses, 18 credits) 

1. 	 Hermeneutics OR Biblical Studies/Biblical Language Course

2. 	 Hermeneutics OR Biblical Studies/Biblical Language Course

3. 	 Doctrine, Theology and Contextual Reflection OR Systematic Theology I/

II/III

4. 	 Political Theology OR Theology of Diaspora OR Social Ethics OR Christian 

Ethics

5. 	 Christian Discipleship and Vocation OR Vocational Life

6. 	 Spiritual Formation OR Prayer and Christian Growth OR Personality and 

Spiritual Growth

   Free Elective Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

Six general master’s level courses

Program Objective

In this rapidly changing world, Christians need timely and suitable theological and ministry training 
to face the challenge.  The program aims to train Christians to become leaders in the church who can 
undertake the calling of the times, with proper theological knowledge and ministry skills, to provide the 
church with needed strategies and widen the spiritual horizon of Christians.

Program Design
This is a part-time evening program.  Student must complete 12 

courses (36 credits) in 2 to 4 years and graduation requirements.

Core 6 courses 18 credits

Electives 6 courses 18 credits

Grad. Requirements 4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

Credit Requirements 

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact SPCL by WhatsApp (+852) 
2735 1470.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

face the challenge

Personality and 
Spiritual Growth

undertake the calling of the times

Application Guide

Master of Christian Faith
(in Christian Vocation)
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Master of Christian Studies
School of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs

Program Design
1.	 Apply bible knowledge, history and theology to different 

aspects including personal spiritual life, church life, family and 

marriage, work place and social issues, so that students would 

know how to respond to the issues of the times, make faith 

relevant to their daily lives, and integrate faith with life.  It is 

hoped that the program can help students stand firm in their 

faith and be the witness of our Lord in this world.

2.	 Studying on a part-time basis, students must complete 24 

courses (72 credits) and graduation requirements in 6 years' 

time.

church life

shape their Faith "in 
the World.”

theology to 
different aspects

Credit Requirements 

Core 6 courses 18 credits

Major 6 courses 18 credits

Designated Electives 6 courses 18 credits

Free Electives 6 courses 18 credits

Grad. Requirements 8 credits

Total 24 courses 80 credits

M C S

Program Objective

This program offers foundational yet solid theological training to Christians.  In addition to a dimension 
on life renewal and reflection aiming at integrating Christian faith into daily life, students are able to 
shape their Faith "in the World.”
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   Core Courses (6 courses, 18 credits) 
1. 	 Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament
2. 	 Introduction to the Study of the New Testament
3. 	 Hermeneutics
4. 	 Introduction to Systematic Theology OR Systematic Theology I/II/III
5. 	 Introduction to Church History OR Church History I/II/III
6. 	 Christian Ethics

   Major Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

Biblical Studies Major
1. 	 New Testament Greek I OR Functional Greek
2. 	 Old Testament Hebrew I OR Functional Hebrew
3. 	 Four electives in Biblical Studies 

Theology Studies Major
Six electives in Theological Studies

Praise and Worship Major
1. 	 Biblical Foundations of Praise and Worship
2. 	 Theology and Spirituality of Praise and Worship
3. 	 Introduction to Praise and Worship: Historical Perspective and Overview
4. 	 Three Praise and Worship electives

Spirituality and Spiritual Life Formation Major
1. 	 Introduction of Spiritual Theology and Spiritual Formation OR Christian 

Spirituality
2. 	 Prayer and Christian Growth OR Spiritual Formation and Character 

Development
3. 	 History of Christian Spirituality
Three electives in SF Spiritual Formation (including Practicum in Group 
Spiritual Practice)

Intercultural Studies Major
1. 	 Missionary Anthropology
2. 	 History of Christian Missions
3. 	 Folk Religions
4. 	 Biblical Theology of Mission
5. 	 Field Research Methods OR Acts of the Apostles and Missions
6. 	 Cross-Cultural Field Internship

Christianity and Chinese Cultural Studies Major
Six Christianity and Chinese Cultural Studies electives

No Major
Free to select six general master’s level courses

	 Free Elective Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)
Students may choose according to personal interests and needs:
1.	 any general master’s level courses
2.	 designated electives that have not been chosen

	 Designated Elective Courses (6 courses, 18 credits)

   Graduation Requirements (8 credits)
1.	 Participate in the graduate camp (3-day 2-night camp)

2.	 Complete a reflection paper with 3,500 words in Chinese

3.	 Serving in a church for a year

4.	 Reading the Bible once (include both Old and New Testaments)

Overview 1. 	 Spiritual Formation (Compulsory)

Spiritual Life

2. 	 Holistic Christian Growth

3.	 Spiritual Formation and Character Development

4. 	 Prayer and Christian Growth

Family

5. 	 Gender Relationship and Sex Education

6. 	 Family Education and Enrichment

7. 	 Religion and Family Life

Workplace 8. 	 Work Ethics and the Marketplace

Social issues 9. 	 Social Ethics

Church life

10. 	 Christian Discipleship and Vocation

11. 	 Team Collaboration and Conflict Management in 
Church

12. 	 Praise and Worship courses

Missions 13. 	 Christian Social Action (walk into the community)

History
14. 	 History of Church in China

15. 	 Church History in Hong Kong

Intercultural 
Studies

16. 	 Mission Trends & Strategies of the Chinese Church

17. 	 Acts of the Apostles and Missions

Special Topic

18. 	 Bible Study Training I and II

19. 	 Christian Pilgrimage I and II

20. 	 Spiritual Formation I and II

21. 	 Praise and Worship Practicum I and II

M C SSchool of Pastoral and Christian Leadership Programs
Master of Christian Studies

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate 
giftedness, and ministry involvement in the church.  A 
recommendation from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent.
4.	 Applications need to attend the interview and sit for a written 

examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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International School of 
Theology Programs
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The ABS International School of Theology (IST) began 
its journey in 2006 with a summer Putonghua 

theological training camp. By 2008, it launched a Master 
of Ministry program in Putonghua, specifically designed 
for pastoral workers, delivered in an intensive format. 
Subsequently, diploma and certificate programs in 
Putonghua were introduced to equip church leaders and 
pastors. In 2011, the IST expanded its offerings to include 
a Master of Theology and a Master of Divinity (Pastoral 
Upgrading) program, all in Putonghua. In 2015, a Doctor 
of Ministry program in Putonghua was established to 
train theological faculty and provide further education 
pathways for graduates of the Master of Divinity program.

In 2016, the Putonghua Division extended its reach 
overseas through the establishment of a Theological 
Education Service Team. Initially focused on cross-cultural 
ministry, the team sent instructors to two major cities in 
Indonesia to teach at the Jaffray Theological Seminaries, 
training local seminarians and pastors. Later, the IST 
connected with Chinese churches in central and southern 
Italy, once again deploying the service team to assist in 
launching formal theological training initiatives.

In 2020, the overseas theological education ministry of 
ABS was incorporated into the IST, marking the beginning 
of bilingual instruction. Through close collaboration 
with the ABS Centre of Canada, the IST expanded its 
Cantonese theological training programs to serve 
communities across North America and beyond. In 2021, 
the IST introduced a Master of Arts program based on the 
concept of “Diaspora Missions” (renamed in 2023 as the 
Master of Christian Faith program), followed by several 
stackable “Mini-Diploma” programs, offering believers 
more focused and flexible theological education options. 
Together with three England/Canadian “Eight Lessons 
for Landing” series and the organization of the “British 

Pastoral Activation Day,” the IST responds to contemporary 
challenges while walking alongside dispersed Hong Kong 
believers and pastors. It seeks to reflect on and practice 
the biblical theology and pastoral model of “sojourners 
and pilgrims.” In the coming years, the IST aims to further 
develop comprehensive and locally relevant foundational 
pastoral training programs for Cantonese-speaking 
pastoral leaders in the UK.

With a legacy of 126 years, ABS boasts a faculty team 
with profound theological expertise and rich pastoral 
experience. Guided by the vision of “Rooted in Hong Kong, 
Focused on China, Serving the World,” the IST partners with 
churches to provide continuing education for pastors and 
to nurture a new generation of church leaders. Like the 
Apostle Paul, it seeks to entrust the mystery of godliness 
“to faithful people who will be able to teach others also” (2 
Timothy 2:2b), striving together in this increasingly profit-
driven, fragmented, and unruly age to build churches that 
shine in society and carry a passion for mission.

The IST will continue to broaden its global perspective. 
Our core mission is theological education, but it is also 
missional and cross-cultural. We believe that church 
leaders are concerned with ensuring that pastors receive 
theological training that is faithful to the Scripture, Christ-
centered, intellectually grounded, and attuned to the times. 
Likewise, believers should be equipped with faith formation 
that is rooted in the Bible, engaged with the contemporary 
world, and balanced in knowledge and practice.

We are committed to walking in unity with brothers 
and sisters, pastors, and churches who care about 
global Putonghua and Cantonese theological education, 
supporting pastoral workers worldwide, strengthening 
church development, and jointly bearing the responsibility 
of theological education for the global Chinese Christian 
community.

International 
School of 
Theology (IST)
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Certificate in Theology (Online)

International School of Theology Programs

Program Objective

This program offers basic biblical and theological training to Christians through online study, assisting 
the churches to equip Christians and train leaders, enabling disciples of Jesus to serve God in this rapidly 
changing world in a more effective manner.

Program Design
1. 	 Students must complete 12 courses (36 credits) in 4 years' 

time.

2.	 With a few exceptions, the course content and course 
requirements are basically equivalent to those of a bachelor’s 
program.

3.	 The program can be completed by solely taking courses online.

serve God

online 
study

equip Christians

Credit Requirements

Core

OT132-I Introduction to the 
Study of the Old Testament

4 courses 12 credits

NT132-I Introduction to the 
Study of the New Testament

BS115-I Hermeneutics

One Theology OR Church 
History courses

Electives

Students may take onl ine 
Bachelor courses or in-person 
co u r s e s  p r ov i d e d  by t h e 
Seminary.

8 courses 24 credits

Total 12 courses 36 credits

C T  ( o n l i n e )

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized.
2.	 Possess church ministry experience and recommendation from 

the affiliated church.
3.	 Completed secondary school education (Form Five) or 

equivalent or above.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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International School of Theology Programs

Program Design
1. 	 Student must complete 12 courses (36 credits) 

and graduation requirements in 4 years’ time.

2.	 Some of the courses allow six months to complete.

3.	 All courses in the program can be taken online.  
Students may also choose to enroll up to six in-
person courses provided by the Seminary.

Credit Requirements

M C F - B S  ( o n l i n e )

Core

BS515-I Hermeneutics

6  courses 18 credits

OT532-I Introduction to the Study of 
the Old Testament

NT532-I Introduction to the Study of 
the New Testament

LA510-I Functional Greek

LA540-I Functional Hebrew

One biblical theology course (such as 
‘A Biblical Perspective on…” or other 
application courses)

Biblical 
Electives

Any three biblical studies courses 3  courses 9 credits

Free Electives

Students may choose any non-biblical 
studies online postgraduate level 
courses or in-person courses provided 
by the Seminary.

3  courses 9 credits

Grad. 
Requirements

1.	 Participate in a retreat camp (3-day 
2-night camp) OR complete at least 
100 pages of devotional readings

2.	 Serving in a church for six months
3.	 Reading the New Testament once

4 credits

Total 12  courses 40 credits

Program Objective

This program aims to break through the limitations of time and place to provide biblical and theological 
training in the form of online study to Christians with a Bachelor’s degree who desire to serve, assisting 
them in learning to study the Bible and building themselves as well as those in their church.

Target Students

Lay Christian leaders and Christian organization workers with a Bachelor’s degree.  It is also suitable for 
remote training of co-workers in Cantonese churches.

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are 
baptized for two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual 
maturity, appropriate giftedness, and ministry 
involvement in the church.  A recommendation 
from the affiliated church is needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you 
do not meet the academic requirements, please 
contact the Admissions Office by WhatsApp 
(+852) 6536 0362.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  
An interview will  be arranged if  deemed 
necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

serve God

online 
study

equip ChristiansMaster of Christian Faith 
(in Biblical Studies) (Online Mode)

Application Guide
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Master of Christian Faith 
(in Diaspora Mission) (Online Mode)

International School of Theology Programs

    

Diaspora Theology

fulfill their calling
The establishment of Overseas Chinese Churches

M C F - D M  ( o n l i n e )

Program Objective

This program provides basic theological training to Christians with a Bachelor’s degree who desire to 
serve, helping Christians in the diaspora to fulfill their calling and develop their gifts to establish and 
serve in overseas churches.

Target Students

The program is designed specifically for Cantonese-speaking Christians around the world who hold a 
Bachelor’s degree.

Credit RequirementsProgram Design
1. 	 Student must complete 12 courses (36 credits) and  graduation 

requirements in 4 years’ time.

2.	 Core courses aim at providing students with essential 
theological foundation and subjects relevant to their situations, 
to equip them to reflect on and practice their faith in the 
unique situation overseas churches.

3.	 Students may choose their electives based on personal 
interests.

4.	 Course delivery modes include real-time online classes and 
pre-recorded video lectures, with tutors assisting online.  Real-
time online classes will be given based on the U.K. time zone 
(during weekdays and Saturdays in the U.K.).

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, 
appropriate giftedness, and ministry involvement in the 
church.  A recommendation from the affiliated church is 
needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact the Admissions Office 
by WhatsApp (+852) 6536 0362.

4.	 Applicants need to sit for a written examination.  An interview 
will be arranged if deemed necessary.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Core

Diaspora Theology

6  courses 18 credits

The establishment of Overseas 
Chinese Churches

Vocational Life OR Personal 
Growth in Spiritual Life

Hermeneutics

Introduction to the Study of the 
Old Testament OR Introduction to 
the Study of the New Testament

Systematic Theology I/ II/ III OR 
Christian Ethics

Electives Any master’s level courses 6  courses 18 credits

Grad. 
Requirements

1.	 Participate in a retreat camp 
(3-day 2-night camp) OR 
complete at least 100 pages of 
devotional readings

2.	 Serving in a church for six 
months

3.	 Reading the New Testament 
once

4 credits

Total 12  courses 40 credits

Application Guide
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Master of Christian Faith 
(in Biblical Studies ) (Overseas)

International School of Theology Programs

Program Objective

This program provides basic theological training to Christians with a Bachelor’s degree who desire to 
serve, assisting churches in equipping and training lay leaders.

Target Students

Overseas Christians with Cantonese speaking and listening capabilities.

Program Design
1.	 Student must complete 12 courses (36 credits) and  graduation 

requirements in 4 years’ time.

2.	 There are 6 core courses, 3 designated electives and 3 free 
electives. 

3.	 Core courses provide students with basic biblical studies 
principles and methods in order to build up the foundation for 
exegesis.

4.	 Designated Electives provide theology, church ministries, and 
personal growth-related courses for students to choose from.

5.	 Students may choose their free electives based on personal 
interest.

6.	 Course deliver modes include online courses as well as 
intensive in-person lectures.

      assisting churches in 
equipping and training 
      lay leaders

Credit Requirements 

Core

Hermeneutics
Five Biblical Studies courses 
(including Biblical Language 
courses) 

6 courses 18 credits

Designated 
Electives

Choose three courses from the 
followings:
Vocational Life; Theological 
Research Method; Electives 
from Theological Studies; 
Character Development of Lay 
Leaders; Spiritual Formation 
and Character Development

3 courses 9 credits

Free Electives Any master’s level courses 3 courses 9 credits

Grad. 
Requirements

1.	 Participate in a retreat camp 
(3-day 2-night camp) OR 
complete at least 100 pages 
of devotional readings

2.	 Serving in a church for six 
months

3.	 Reading the New Testament 
once

4 credits

Total 12 courses 40 credits

M C F - B S  ( o v e r s e a s )

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for 
two years or above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, 
appropriate giftedness, and ministry involvement in the 
church.  A recommendation from the affiliated church is 
needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent. If you do not meet the 
academic requirements, please contact the Admissions Office 
by WhatsApp (+852) 6536 0362.

4.	 Applicants need to attend an interview.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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M C F - C V Y  ( o v e r s e a s )

77

Master of Christian Faith
(in Christian Vocation for Youth) (Overseas)

International School of Theology Programs

Program Design
1.	 Students must complete 12 courses and graduation requirements (40 credits in 

total) in 2 years’ time.
2.	 One-year church internship: begins in the 2nd quarter of the first year study and 

complete by the 2nd quarter of the second year.  Internship 24 hours per week.
3.	 Including church internship, there are 7 core courses and 5 elective courses.
4.	 "Core courses" are designed to enable students to master the necessary 

theological foundation. "Elective courses" teach theological issues related to 
students' situations, plus a year of church internship, paying equal attention to 
theory and practice.

5.	 “Introduction to Ministry Life and Theology” – This course combines spiritual 
formation, ministry life and theological research methodology.

6.	 “The Establishment of Overseas Chinese Churches” – This course will be 
coordinated by ABS faculty and will connect with a group of overseas pastors 
and missionaries with pastoral experience as a teaching team to practically 
explore and teach students how to help establish overseas churches.

7.	 Students are free to choose courses according to their interests as electives.
8.	 Multiple teaching modes: in-person teaching, viewing teaching videos, real-time 

online classes, and church internships with supervisors.
9.	 "Teacher-student groups" are led by teachers and meet online regularly to allow 

students to support each other in theological study and spiritual growth.

study Christianity    
        systematically, 
combine theory and 
      practice
to help in the growth of 

their churches

Credit Requirements  

Core

Introduction to Ministry Life 
and Theology

7 courses 21 credits

The Establishment of 
Overseas Chinese Churches

Vocational Life

Hermeneutics

Introduction to the Study of 
the Old Testament OR New 
Testament

Systematic Theology I or 
II or III or Christian Ethics 
(choose one)  

Church Internship (one-year 
at local church)

Electives Any master’s level courses 5 courses 15 credits

Grad. 
Requirements

1.	 Participate in a retreat 
camp (3-day 2-night 
camp) or complete 
at least 100 pages of 
devotional readings

2.	 Serving in a church for 
six months

3.	 Reading the New 
Testament once

4 credits

Total 12 
courses 40 credits

1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are baptized for two years or 
above.

2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, appropriate giftedness, 
and ministry involvement in the church.  A recommendation from the affiliated 
church is need.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent.
4.	 Applicants need to attend the interview and sit for a written examination.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide

Program Objective

This two-year program is designed to provide full-time basic theological training for young British 
Christians with university degrees and ambitions to serve, to help them develop their gifts, fulfill their 
calling, and establish and serve the British Chinese church.

Target Students

Christians in the British Cantonese Church with a university degree.
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Master of Christian Studies 
(Overseas)

International School of Theology Programs

Program Objective

This program is designed for lay Christians and organization workers with a Bachelor’s degree, providing 
them with the opportunity to study Christianity systematically, combine theory and practice in addition to 
students’ own professional knowledge, to help in the growth of their churches.

Target Students

Overseas Christians with Cantonese speaking and listening capabilities.

Program Design
1.	 Students must complete 24 courses (6 core courses and 18 

electives) with 3 quarter credits each, a total of 72 credits, 
and graduation requirements.

2.	 The program mainly includes intensive in-person lectures, 
with several courses available to be taken online.

3.	 Students must complete the program in 6 years’ time.

study Christianity    
        systematically, 
combine theory and 
      practice
to help in the growth of 

their churches

Credit Requirements  

M C S  ( o v e r s e a s )

Core

Introduction to the Study of the Old 
Testament 

6 courses 18 credits

Introduction to the Study of the New 
Testament 

Hermeneutics

Introduction to Systematic Theology 
OR Systematic Theology I/II/III

Introduction to Church History OR 
Church History I/II/III

Christian Ethics

Electives Any master’s level intensive in-person 
or online courses 18 courses 54 credits

Grad. 
Requirements

1.	 Participate in a retreat camp (3-day 
2-night camp) OR complete at least 
100 pages of devotional readings

2.	 Complete a reflection paper of 
3,500 words in Chinese

3.	 Serving in a church for a year
4.	 Reading the Bible once (include 

both Old and New Testaments)

8 credits

Total 24 courses 80 credits
1. 	 Applicants must be born-again Christians and are 

baptized for two years or above.
2.	 Demonstrate acceptable levels of spiritual maturity, 

appropriate giftedness, and ministry involvement in the 
church.  A recommendation from the affiliated church is 
needed.

3.	 Hold a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent.
4.	 Applicants need to attend an interview.

A d m i s s i o n
Requirements

Application Guide
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CAMPUS
LIFE
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1. Campus Life and Spiritual Formation

a. The Concept of Spiritual Formation

ABS is a theological seminary with a long history, emphasizing the formation 
of character and spirituality of students.  All through the years, we uphold 

the "pioneering, sacrificial and passionate spirit" which has trained many faithful 
pastors and missionaries.  We deeply believe that this spirit of courage, passion, 
and willingness to sacrifice should still apply to God's servants and ministers of 
the 21st century, and that it should be the index of spiritual growth and ministry.

ABS' motto is "Build yourselves up on your most holy faith" (Jude 20 NRSV).  
We affirm that a pastor must live up to what he/she preaches.  Seminarians 
ought to build up their own spiritual life first with the truth they learn before 
helping others to do so. Other than the activities offered inside or outside the 
classroom that nourish students' spiritual lives, ABS' primary concern is to build 
up close relationships between faculties and students as well as among students 
themselves.  "Life influences life" is our firm belief.  Activities which aim at 
nourishing students' spiritual lives should be founded upon close relationships 
of believers, in order to yield the best results.

Cheung Chau Campus
Student Life
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b. Dormitory Community Living

Located in Cheung Chau, ABS is surrounded by beautiful landscape with well-
equipped buildings and facilities.  We believe that dormitory community 
living has an important impact on the development of close teacher-student 
relationships.  Furthermore, community living offers an ideal environment 
for one's moral and spiritual growth as well as for the development of good 
habits.  Dormitory community living and midnight heart-to-heart dialogues of 
mutual encouragement in the Christian faith have always been one of the most 
unforgettable memories of our graduates.

Therefore, except for those who are married, all students taking pastoral studies 
basic programs are required to live in the dormitory.  As for married students, 
many of them prefer to move to Cheung Chau with their spouses.  ABS also 
encourage other married students to stay over in the dormitory once or twice 
a week to be able to participate in the splendid campus activities to enhance 
teacher-student relationships.

Dormitories

Student dormitories provide lodgings for all single students as well as some 
married students.  Our dormitories for single students include Eve Newbern Hall, 
Chong Hon Lok Memorial Hall, and the newly renovated Philip Teng Hall, capable 
of accommodating about 150 students in total. 

Living quarters for single students are mostly 2-person rooms or 4-person rooms 
with adequate space, complete with air conditioning, fiber-optic network, and 
wifi.  A prayer room and a pantry are also a necessity for our students.  There 
are also ten 2-bedroom married quarters with kitchen, bathroom, furniture and 
appliances provided, suitable for small families.  These married quarters include 
Kwan Shek Hong Ho Wun Yin Hall, and other apartments.  In addition, there are 
two 2-storied houses serving as temporary lodgings for intensive courses and 
advanced degree program students, as well as retreat centers for local churches.

Canteen

The ground floor of Eva Newbern Hall (Tozer Hall) serves as the canteen, 
providing students and teachers with three meals a day.  Through a delicious 
meal, the relationship and connection between teachers and students are 

enhanced, and learning and research experiences are shared.
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c. Teacher-Student Care Groups

The surveys of recent years show that the Teacher-Student Care Group is the 
most appreciated program among our students.  In order to effectively care for 
the growth of the students, ABS divide the teachers and students into many small 
care groups.  They hold meetings once every other week to get closer to each 
other.  "Going downhill for tea" becomes an integral part of campus life.

Furthermore, ABS teachers consider caring for students as their top priority.  They 
are willing at all times to help them with their problems related to academic 
studies, ministry, and daily life.  The teachers of each care group will meet with 
their group members individually on a regular basis, showing concern for their 
personal growth as well as helping them to understand more about themselves 
and the direction for their ministry through personality assessments.  In addition, 
ABS offer free and long-term professional counseling services in confidentiality 

to students who are facing special problems.



d. Multifaceted Spiritual Formation

ABS recognize that theological training is fundamental to spiritual discipline.  We 
firmly believe that the Holy Spirit will do His work through the Holy Word.  Therefore, 
we strive to integrate all areas of theological study with spiritual discipline, helping 
students to use the Truth to form and shape their views of God, the world, life, and 
ministry.  "Pastoral Character Growth” and “Spiritual Discipline" are mandatory courses 
for all students.  Other electives relevant to spirituality and the historical traditions of 
different spiritual practices are also offered.

In addition, ABS organize various spiritual life enhancement programs or activities for 
students; helping them experience and reflect on their relationship with God, and to 
dwell in God's love. These activities include:

1.	 The annual 4-day 3-night Spiritual Discipline Camp, taking place at the beginning 
of each academic year.  The theme is different every year.  Spouses of students are 
welcome to join as well.

2.	 The weekly morning assemblies include sermons delivered by our faculty or 
special topics by guest speakers, such as missionaries, scholars, pastoral staff 
or alumni from churches and church organizations.  Students also actively 
participate in organizing seminars and activities as well as testimonies of calling, 
sharing of cross-cultural field internship, graduation testimonies, in addition to 
China Week, Theology Week and Mission Week which are held every year.

3.	 All students are requested to have a prayer partner of their choice to pray for 
each other. There is a Prayer Day every quarter of the school year on which all 
teachers and students suspend work and pray whole-heartedly to God, through 
silent meditation, liturgical worship, listening sermons, small group praying, and 
public prayers, etc. In addition, students can meet with the resident spiritual 
directors and counselors to reflect on their lives from different perspectives.

4.	 Students will gather and pray faithfully for the alumni who are scattered around 
the world on Monday afternoons, through which the hearts of alumni and those 
of the students on campus are connected. ABS is a big family and we have the 
responsibility to keep our alumni brothers and sisters in our prayers to support 
them. It is also our joy and privilege to do so.
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2.	The Vibrant Student Organizations

ABS students are diversified in age, denominational and ministerial backgrounds, and 
there are students from overseas countries as well.  The student community is a group 
with rich life experiences where mutual learning occurs.  To help students develop 
intimate friendships, we have the Big Brother/Big Sister system to help new students 
adapt to their campus life and learning.  Every class also has a committee of its own to 
connect everyone in the class.

a. Student Union

The Student Union is a self-governing body of the students, established in September 
1984.  Its goal is to strengthen the tie between students and the Seminary, to advocate 
student welfare and to coordinate with other student organizations (e.g. Missions 
Fellowship, Pray-for-China Group).

The executive committee of the Union is composed of the president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer, academic representative, recreation representative, welfare 
representative, and Joint Seminary Prayer Meeting representative.  Furthermore, it is 
joined by the class representative from each class which strengthens the relationship 
between the Seminary and students.  The Student Union is responsible for the 
management of the student centre and the operation of the student recreation centre.  
Recent activities organized by the Student Union include prayer meetings, sports day, 
various ball games, board game ministry group, field internship experiences exchange 
and movie discussions.  Altogether it provides students with a more diversified on-
campus experience.

b. Student Evangelistic Band

The Student Evangelistic Band is a student organization with a long history.  It was 
spontaneously established in 1914 by ABS students.  It is an organization led by 
students under the auspice of ABS, serving people outside the campus.  Its goal is to 
enkindle the "pioneering, sacrificial and passionate spirit" among students.  Students can 
put theory into practice through a wide range of ministries, including administration, 
finance, planning, leadership, team work, visiting, prayer in unity, and follow-up training 
on sharing the Gospel to different people.  In the past, the Band was mainly working 
on visitations to hospitals and seniors' facilities, contacting with local community and 
students, visiting prisoners or drug addicts in prisons or correctional institutes, and 
ministry to ethnic minority groups and communities which are being marginalized.  It is 
hoped that all people who come in contact with them will experience the loving care 
from our students, and at the same time, our students can be equipped with the skills of 
sharing the Gospel.
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In light of the continuously changing conditions under the pandemic, visits to hospitals, 
seniors’ facilities, prisons, and correctional institutes have ceased.  Despite this, the 
Student Evangelistic Band actively reaches out to different people groups through 
online media, expanding its scope of evangelism methods.  There may be various 
limitations and difficulties, but we have not forsaken the need to share the Gospel as we 
explore more creative ways to engage in evangelism.

The Student Evangelistic Band usually launches activities on Friday.  Such practice 
equips students for their future ministries with the ability to have faith in the Lord and 
have joy as they face difficulties.  Besides, it helps students to learn about their own 
weakness and others' strength, and develop the spirit of perseverance in the evangelistic 
ministries.

c. Pray-for-China Group

ABS has been very concerned about the development of China since its inception in 
Wuzhou, Guangxi in 1899.  The Pray-for-China Group was officially formed in 1982.  The 
Group actively keeps in touch with other Christian organizations, churches, scholars 
and alumni who are concerned about the ministry in China, and work closely with the 
Seminary's "Christianity and Chinese Culture Research Centre" and, through the process 
of "study, pray and act”, arouses students’ concern for churches and Christians in China 
and offers them a solid understanding and personal experiences of churches in China 
and their needs for the Gospel, so students can respond with prayer support. 

It is our hope that our students, no matter when they are studying on campus or working 
in their future ministries, will watch over churches in China through prayers and Gospel 
ministries.

d. Missions Fellowship

In 1975, the Christian and Missionary Alliance decided to hand over the ABS to the Hong 
Kong council, appointing Rev. Phillip Teng as the first Chinese principal of the Seminary. 
Later, Rev. Teng and Mrs. Teng personally went to Kalimantan, Indonesia, for a short-term 
missionary service. Upon returning to Hong Kong, Rev. Teng became deeply committed 
to promote the vision of missions among faculty and students. In 1977, the Seminary 
formally established the Missions Department. As early as 1976, the ABS had already 
launched a Bachelor’s program in Missions. The Missions Fellowship and morning prayer 
meetings were initiated by the Department and students in 1979, aiming to cultivate a 
spirit of “pioneering, sacrificial, and passionate”. At that time, the Fellowship gatherings 
focused on raising awareness of current mission fields and intercession. Students invited 
missionaries to share updates from the field and prayer requests, followed by group 
prayer sessions. In 1986, the ABS introduced a full-time Master of Missions program. In 
response to the growing interest among lay believers in missions, a part-time evening 
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Master of Christian Studies (majoring in Missiology) was launched in 1999, along with 
the establishment of a Missions Fellowship for part-time students. This fellowship has 
continued to this day.

Currently, the Missions Fellowship is a student-led organization under the Student 
Union, with faculty members from the Division of Intercultural Studies serving as 
advisors. The on-campus Missions Fellowship maintains close collaboration with 
the Division of Intercultural Studies, the part-time student Missions Fellowship, the 
Missions Commitment Fellowship (for pre-enrolled individuals), and the Missions 
and Evangelism Society (for alumni). These groups work together on activities such 
as Missions Growth Camp and caring for alumni missionaries. Both the Cheung 
Chau campus and part-time fellowships hold regular meetings and annually co-
organize Mission Week and overseas internship sharing sessions with the Division of 
Intercultural Studies, along with other events.

The five core objectives of the Missions Fellowship are:
1.		  To inspire ABS members’ awareness, concern, and prayer for missions and 

missionary work;
2.		  To provide information and updates on various regions, people groups, and 

mission agencies;
3.		  To help students clarify their personal vision and direction for missions;
4.		  To build a community of mission-minded peers, support networks, and team 

collaboration;
5.		  To care for missionaries (especially alumni) and intercede for them in prayer.

e. Music and Arts Trainings

As times change, it has become a trend to add different elements of music and art to 
church worship.  In order to allow ABS students to experience and learn in different 
musical styles and artistic elements, music and art training is provided to equip them 
for pastoral ministries.  

Students can choose one from the following three Music and Arts trainings:

Choir
Students will be trained on their choral abilities through traditional and 
modern hymns, learning techniques such as blending sounds and harmonizing 
in singing to experience the art of choral singing in expressing their faith.

Leading 
Worship 
Singing

By learning popular singing, worship leading skills, and pop harmony writing 
methods, students can worship God in a modern music style.

Handbell Learn to use musical instruments for group ensembles, train group cooperation 
and develop musical sense.
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After relocating to Hong Kong, Alliance Bible Seminary resumed 
its operation in the Cheung Chau summerhouse of Robert A. 

Jaffray.  In the 1980s, President James Cheung planned for a major 
renovation of the Seminary and the expansion of the campus began 
in 2008.  With its updated facilities and beautiful environment, ABS 
is an ideal place for retreats, learning, and academic research.  Our 
belief in the value of learning communities leads us to strive in 
creating an environment that builds close teacher-student relations 
and encourages spiritual and character growth.

As time goes on, the demand for lay Christian leaders’ training has 
gradually increased.  In the early days, ABS mainly held evening 
courses for the lay leaders by leasing the venue in churches located 
in the city.  The connection of students could not be well developed 
after classes and it was even difficult for students to find a place for 
group assignments discussion.  In view of this, the vision of setting 
up a city campus is initiated.  At present, ABS have a City Campus 
on Hong Kong Island and a Kowloon Centre in East Kowloon where 
students, alumni, pastoral colleagues, and supporters who care about 
ABS can gather.

Facilities and 
Services
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1. Cheung Chau Campus
Chapel, Classrooms, Recording, and Devotion Facilities
Au Shue Hung Memorial Chapel, with its 400 seating, is the venue for 
worship, morning assemblies, and large-scale activities organized by the 
Seminary. 

Rev. Chin Wu Preaching Lab is located in Room G3 of Newbern Hall 
with a seating capacity of about 30 and provides students with a real 
pulpit scene for sermons.  Students' sermons can be videotaped, and the 
teacher's instant responses and comments can be recorded on the video 
simultaneously so that students can improve their preaching skills and 
enhance their confidence when reviewing the sermon video.  Designed to 
resemble a small chapel, this space also offers a serene setting for quiet 
reflection.

Our classrooms are in Newbern Hall and Chong Hon Lok Memorial Hall, 
each having different designs but all are equipped with a computer, a 
broadcast and audio system, a wireless network, and table-mounted 
electricity supplies. Besides standard teaching facilities, there are a 
large lecture hall that can accommodate over 100 people, a seminar and 
learning room, a space for church worship practice, and a multimedia 
production studio. The multimedia studio was added to support the 
growing demand for online multimedia teaching, enabling live class 
streaming and enhancing the quality of recorded lessons.

Spiritual Direction
To match with the development of the Seminary's Christian spiritual 
courses, the back of the Jaffray Memorial Hall was converted into a 
spiritual direction center (Spiritual Devotion Cabin). There is a chapel for 
prayer and meditation, and several prayer units where electronic devices 
can be used to listen to devotional materials.

In addition, the cabin also has an office for spiritual directors and a group 
sharing room.

Adjacent to the Spiritual Devotion Cabin is the “Soul Garden,” a 
2,000-square-foot area designed to encourage users to walk along its 
pathways and pause at various meditation points to reflect on their 
spiritual journey.

The Soul Garden is one of the school’s iconic landmarks, symbolizing our 
pursuit of a deeper life. This pursuit is the driving force behind all our 
spiritual direction and formation initiatives.
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Student Leisure Facilities
The Student Center is located at the ground floor of the Evans Hall. 
Students stay at the Center to discuss their homework, relax, play board 
games, meet and chat with alumni and pastors, etc. There is also a Mission 
Café in the Student Center where students can make their own coffee.

ABS also has a court where students can play basketball, volleyball, 
dodgeball, and other ball games.

Online Resources
The campus’ backbone network is connected to the office buildings (Sai 
Ying Hall and Siu Yee Hall), the library (Wu Mo Tak Memorial Library 
and Jaffray Memorial Hall), the chapel and classrooms (Au Shue Hung 
Memorial Chapel and Newbern Hall), and the three dormitories (Eva 
Newbern Hall, Chong Hon Lok Memorial Hall, and Philip Teng Hall) 
through Gigabit Ethernet.  We are also upgrading the campus network to 
WIFI 6, providing higher network speed to teachers, students, and visitors.

2. City Campus
ABS established the City Campus on Hong Kong Island with the goal to 
build a theological education base in the city, strengthening lay Christian 
training, developing general theological education, improving teaching 
quality, enhancing student relationships, supporting alumni and pastoral 
workers, and developing new visions for theological education.  The 8,300 
square feet City Campus is located on the first floor of 2 Landale Street 
in Wan Chai, with easy access to Wan Chai and Admiralty MTR stations.  
The Campus offers comprehensive resources and advanced technology, 
including classrooms, a library, a pantry, and an internet connection.  A 
multimedia studio has been added for recording audio messages for the 
Erdaozijian App, a daily devotional app, and teaching videos.  These prove 
very helpful in motivating students to learn effectively in different ways.  
The City Campus holds regular theology programs, talks, and seminars.  It 
also provides proper support services to alumni and pastoral workers; 
enhances mutual understanding and builds up closer communication 
networks among them.
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3. Kowloon Centre
ABS Kowloon Centre is located in the East Kowloon business district.  
With 2,000 square feet of space, the Centre serves as the office for the 
Department of Development, the Alumni Relations Office, and the Pastoral 
Support Centre.  The Centre features a multi-function meeting room with 
a capacity of 30, equipped with projector and audio systems, suitable for 
meetings, training courses, and other events.  Other facilities include a 
café corner, counseling room, and workstations for volunteers, bringing us 
closer to friends and supporters of ABS.

4. eCampus 
As the internet has become crucial in daily life, theological education 
is no longer limited to a specific time and space.  The purpose of ABS 
establishing the eCampus is to support teaching through an online 
platform, enabling teachers and students to continue learning and 
communication beyond the classroom.

eCampus has developed into an indispensable part of ABS.  Far from 
being just a platform for online courses, it also complements in-person 
lessons.  eCampus is also a platform for student organizations and school 
departments to release information and exchange ideas.  An eCampus app 
has been developed for smartphones, enabling students and teachers to 
access information more conveniently.

( https://ecampus.abs.edu )
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Tuition Fee Extension Fee
per year

Master of Divinity (8 credits) 10,064 2,516

Master of Theology - Course taking track (6 credits) 8,922 2,230

Master of Theology - Course taking track (9 credits) 13,383 3,346

Master of Theology  - Research track
(full-time: can pay by 3 installments; 
part-time: can pay by 10 installments)

48,723 3,898

Doctor of Ministry (12 credits) 17,844 4,461

Doctor of Philosophy 13,486

Fees
(for the year of 2025-2026)
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Course 
Descriptions
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Course Numbering setting

To help students register for courses appropriate for their programs, each course is given an identifier number to signify 
the subject, academic level, and how the lessons are delivered.  Below lists an overview of courses provided in the past five 
school years.  Guided studies, thesis/dissertation, and courses for specific overseas group are not listed.

1. Course Subject

The subject of each course is defined by a two-letter departmental code:
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3. Teaching Method (Daytime/ Evening/ Online)

a) 	 Courses with “-E” in the identifier number are credited evening courses.  These are divided into “in-person only (no 
ZOOM meetings or recordings)”, “in-person & ZOOM (recordings available)” and “ZOOM only (recordings available).”  If 
the same course is also available as a daytime course, the course description will only be provided under the daytime 
course code.

b)	 Courses with “-I” in the identifier number are credited courses offered online.  These are pre-recorded online courses 
(VOD, Video on Demand), with discussions and exams taken online.  They are mainly offered to online programs and 
part-time programs students.  If the same course is also available as a daytime course, the course description will only 
be provided under the daytime course code.

2. Academic Level

The first digit of the identifier number shows the academic level of the course:

The rest of the numbers are assigned randomly.

First Digit Academic Level Examples
1, 2, 3, 4 Bachelor/ Associate Degree/ Certificate BS106, CH425…

5, 6 Master/ Postgraduate diploma LA513, ME641…

7 Master of Theology TH776, CS791…
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Cheung Chau Campus  
22 Cheung Chau Peak Road, Cheung Chau, Hong Kong
Tel.: (852) 2981-0345
Fax: (852) 2981-9777 

City Campus
1/F, Rialto Building, 2 Landale Street, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
Tel.: (852) 2735-1470
Fax: (852) 2735-1476

ABS Kowloon Centre
Unit G, MG Tower, 133 Hoi Bun Road, Kwun Tong, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel.: (852) 3657-4830
Fax: (852) 3596-7024

A l l i a n c e  B i b l e  S e m i n a r y  P r o s p e c t u s  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  [ O c t  2 0 2 5  e d i t i o n ]


